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MODERN SABBATH: 
ok. A 

SUNDAY RAMBLE. 


CHAP. I. 


Meeting according to Appointment. — Modern Sab- 
bath Day Tournies,—Beautics of a Morning. 


WWalk.—Obfervations upon Tottenham Court 
Chapel.— Moral Reflections. —Chatatters, 


Morning, Four o Clock. 
GREEABLE to the appointment with 


Caprain Lee, of Edmonton, we fat out on 
our intended excurſion about four o'clock on a 


fine ſummer's n from the Marlboroughj- 
Head, in Biſhopſgate - ſtreet, where we had ſup- 


ped the night before with the Jolly Landlord, 
who, being apprized = our enterprize, engaged 
| to 


n 


= 
1 „ 
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to meet us after dinner at the ordinary where 


we appointed to dine on the Sunday of our 
pꝓerambulation. a | 


"The ſhades of night had juſt began to re- 
tire ; and by their retreat diſcovered here and 
there a ſtaggering bacchanalian, who having 
ſacrificed too freely to his favourite deity, was, 


after a night ſpent in riot and debauchery, re- 


Pairing to his miſerable kennel. 


What beauties muſt the fluggard miſs, 
Who 'ſcapes the 8 s riſe; 


He looſes ev'ry healthy bli 
That afrer Phoebus lies. ” 

We had not proceeded far, before we dlſ- 
covered ſeveral young perſons, very gaily 
dreſſed, waiting at the gate of an inn- yard for 
horſes, phætons, chaiſes, .and other carriages, 
which appeared o be getting ready with all 
poſſible expedition. I could not help expreſ- 
ſing my ſurprize at ſeeing ſuch a number of 


people at ſo early an hour, ſeemingly on the 


ſame errant; (for having paſſed by thoſe we 
had firſt obſerved, I perceived that the next 
gate-way was occupied in the ſame manner ;) 
when my friend informed me, that they were 


giddy young people who were going on a Sun- 


ay excurſion to Windſor, Hampton-Court, 
&c. where they would probably ſpend much 
more than the labours of the foregoing week 
could defray. © Thus,” continued hc, “they 
<« early contract a deſire for gaicty and extra- 
« vagance, Which generally terminates in 
« their deſtruction. The greater part of 

3 * theſe 
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« theſe you have ſeen, are journeymen, and 
„ ſome even only apprentices, in genteel bu- 


<< finefſes; who, having contracted intimacies 


„ with milliners and mantua-makers, ate, 


<< from the peculiar taſte of that kind of gen- 


<« try, obliged to launch into every ſpecies of 


« polite extravagance, in order to ſecure their 
„very defirable affections. Hence we fre- 


_ «« quently ſee, that when at length they be- 


«© come poſſeſſed of the amiable objects, they 
« begin life with ſuch an eclat, that their 
« thoughtleſs inattention to buſineſs ſoon makes 
<< its appearance in the Gazette, and they fink, 
„ unpiried, into obſcurity.” E 

Paſſing on, in out way towards the Found 
ling Hoſpital, we perceived a groupe 
wretches, male and female, round a kind of 
cauldron filled with an infuſion of ſaſſafras, 
well known by the name of ſaloop, which they 


ſeemed to drink with the greateſt avidity :; ut» 


tering at intervals ſuch horrid oaths aud ene- 
crations, blended with obſcenity, as ſuſhcientl 
intitled them tothe appellation I have beſtow 

As we drew nearer, I found there were fave or 


ſix perſons; of which number, two only ap- 


red to be men, and the reſt ſeemed to be 


the moſt abandoned proftitutes, One of the 
men, as we afterwards found, N drank 


two or three baſons of the liquor, refuſed pay- 


ing for them; on which, after ſome alterca- 


tion, the ſaloop-man ſeized him by the collar, 

threw him on the pavement, an mmeled 

him pretty ſeverely: the other, ſeeing his 

companion thus _ fell about the man * 
5. 2 
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all the fury his intoxicated condition would 
permit; and one of the girls, who it ſeems was 
a dulcinea of the ſaloop-man, with equal good- - 
will, and more ability, about him. Thus a 
reneral encounter commenced ; the ſaloop-man 
ad about the aggreſſor, his companion about 
the ſaloop- man, and the girl about him: 
during which time, the other girls appeared 
very buſy ja 2 combatants; when, 
I ſuppoſe, they took the opportunity of rifling 
their pockets : for when we interfered, and had 
ſo far reconciled them that they agreed to ſa- 
tisfy the man, they found theumelves without 
the power of accompliſhing it. The girls had 
however retreated, as ſoon as they perceived 
us; and, as the condition ofthe men prevented 
their knowing them again ſhould they even ſee 
them, were moſt probably out of the reach of 
juſtice, * 
; Leaving theſe people to lament their folly 
and debauchery, which would no douht enjoin 
them to faſting and penance for a great part of 
the week, we proceeded on our way, not with- 
out many reflections on their imprudent con- 


duct. 


Prudence, thou vainly in our youth are ſovght, 
And, with age purchas'd, art too dearly bought: 
We're paſt the uſe of wit, for which we toil : 

Late fruit, and planted in too cold a ſoil. Dryden. 


By the time we reached the fields, the ſun 
had juſt began to make his appearance ; and 


the chearful birds were ſaluting him with a con- 
cert 


* 
i . | 
q 
. ' 


cert of muſic, which would not have diſgraced 
the moſt harmonious aſſembly. 

As we paſſed along, ruminating on the va» 
rions beautiful ſcenes which continually at- 
trated our notice at that early hour of prime, 
we could not but remark the folly of thoſe ſons 
of floth who, rather than forego the pooreſt of 
all animal gratifications, deprive themſelves of 
one of the tineſt ſights which the univerſe can 
boaſt of: for ſuch, moſt certainly, is the riſing 
ſun on a clear and beautiful morning. 


« And not the ſight alone,” ſaid my inge- - 


nuous friend, the Captain, “ but the health 
„ and chearfulneſs which attend it. For, 
« doubtleſs,” continued he, © were people in 
« general to rife early, and take a moderate 
« walk before they began their daily exerciſes 
« or labour, the bills of mortality would 
« greatly decreaſe, as well as the pride and 
« opulence of the dealers in medicine, who 
„% owe more of their importance to one ſingle 
« branch of intemperance, than to all the na- 
% tural cauſes put together.“ 


Wiſh'd morning's come ; and#now upon the plains 
Aud diſtant mountains, where they feed their Rocks, 
The happy ſhepherds leave their homely huts, 

And wih their pipes procleim the new-born day. 
The luſty fwain comes with [iis well fill'd ſerip 

Of healthful viands, which, when hunger calls, 
With much content and appetite he cats, 

Tofollow in the field his daily toil, 

And dreſs the grateful glebe that yields him fruits, 
The brats, tba under che warm hedges ſlept, 
And weaher'd out the cold bleak night, are up; 
And, locking t wirds the neigl bring paſtures, raiſe 


. B 3 Their 


1 


— — - — . * _ 


6 4 SUNDAY RAMBLE. 


Their voice, and bid their feilow-brutes good-morrow : 
The chearful birds too on the tops of trees 

Aſſemble all in choirs, and with their notes 
Salute, and welcome up the riſing ſun. Otzo. Orph. 


The Captain was going to proceed when he 
was ſuddenly interrupted by the approach of 
three or four ſmart females, and an equal num- 
ber of the male creation, "Theſe we preſently 
found were gentlemen's ſervants in the neigh- 
bourhood, who having embezzled liquors from 
their reſpective maſters, were repairing to a 
well-known houſe near Kentiſh Town,. to re- 

le themſelves with ſyllabub, rum and milk, 

. And as they obſerved we were going on 
in the ſame road, and were then at no great 
diſtance- from the intended place, they very 


civilly invited us to partake with them. This - 


we readily complied' with, merely from a ſup- 
poſition, that it might perhaps be productive of 
an adventure. In this, however, we were 
greatly miſtaken: for no ſooner were the li- 
quors exhauſted, than ſome of the girls began 
to be very uneaſy leſt they ſhould not get back 
before the houſe-keeper was ſtirring, who they 
all declared was a croſs eld toad, and grudged 
3 thoſe pleaſures which her age and 
peevith diſpoſition would not fuffer her to 
ſhare, 

After a profuſion of uſeleſs compliments on 
both ſides, we took leave of this company; 
better pleaſed by far with the liquor, than the 
Providers, whoſe loud and almoſt continual 


laughter, at the ſuppoſed pleaſantries of each 
other, 


* 
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other, was not near ſo a ble to us, as it 
appeared to be to themſelves. 


We then rambled about the fields for fome 


time, without meeting with any thirig worthy 
of notice, till at length we found ourſelves near | 
the Chapel in Tottenham Court Road, built 
for the late famous and reverend Mr, White- 
field, that indefatigable labourer- 1+ the Mine- 
you of his MasrTE&, at the expence of the 


ate Counteſs of Huntingdon, remarkable for - 


her ſingular piety, Here we were agreeably 
ſurprized to hear a great number of 'melodious 
voices, ſinging with-the utmoſt harmony, the” 
praiſes of ALMteurw Gods This was a 
_ pleaſure we little expected to receive at ſuch an 
early hour; for it was yet ſcarce fix o'clock. 
Bot my friend, the Captain; perceiving my 
ſurptize, informed me that theſe people always 
meet ſo early on a Sunday morning, owing to 
the great numbers of the congregation that con- 


ſtantly attend the Loxd's Supper on that day, 


who would not be able to receive it, if they 


did not aſſemble thus ſoon. Telling me, at 


the ſame time, that he had a Sacrament- ticket 
in his pocket; which, if I choſe, would pro- 


cure me admittance, while he amuſed bimſelf . : 


with looking out for adventures. _ | 
Glad of the 232 I immediately ac- 
cepted it, and was inſtantly. introduced among 


the congregation ; which. conſiſted of ſome 


hundreds of perſons. of both ſexes, all dreſſed 


with amazing neatneſs, and conducting them 


ſelves with the greateſt decency and devotion: 
whilſt the regularity with which the pious 
| 4 clergy 
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clergy adminiſtered the Sacrament ; the excel- 
lent admonitions and exhortations which they 
gave ; and the unfeigned ary yp! with whic 
they appearcd to be received; all 
render it the moſt pleaſing fight 1 had ever 
beheld. - | 

Struck with admiration, I ſtood with my 


conſpired to 


eyes fixed on the ground, in deep contempla- 


tion on the great and material difference be- 
tween theſe people and thoſe of the eſtabliſhed 
Church in general, (not much in fayour of 
the latter ;) when an elderly gentleman tapped 
me on the ſhoulder, 'and aſked me, with the 
reateſt affability, to accompany him to the 

ORD's Table. Conſcious of my own uy- 
worthineſs, I begged to be excuſed ; inform- 
ing him th:t curioſity alone had brought me 
there, without the leaſt preparation for ſo 
aweful a ceremony: that I was ſo well pleaſed, 
however, with the remarkable devotion of the 
people, that I ſhould doubtleſs partake with 
them on ſome future day, when I might be 
much better prepared. 

We then began a general converſation; in 
the courſe of which he gave me to underſtand, 
that having acquired a ſmall fortune by mere 
dint of induftry, which enabled him to live 
decently, without the care and fatigue of buſi- 
neſs, he had taken a ſmall houfe at Marybone, 
where the whole of his employ was — June to 
the cultivation of his garden. Helikewiſe told 
me, that he was not what is ſtrictly called a 
Methodiſt, having been brought up in the true 


. 


principles of the church of England; but per- 


a ceiying 
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ceiving the inactivity of the clergy in general 


of the eſtablithed church, was in fact (to uſe 


his own expreſhon) of no religion at all: and 
only came now and then to this place, becaufe 
he thought it differed very little from what 
proteſtant churches uu, be, and was, in his 
opinion, much better than they really are. 
« Notwithſtanding which,” continued he, « I 
« have my objeQions to theſe people; as in- 
« deed I have to all feats whatever, whoſe 
« tenets I am any way acquainted with. Io 
„ ſpeak freely, this is my opinion of all ſes 


«© whatever,— Pride and hypoctiſy lupply the 
e 


e pretext for diſplaying ſome degree of fervor 
on the one day ſet apart for public worſhip, 
« while the heart and underſtanding are feldom 
« engaged on the fame fide, Indeed, the con- 
« duct of many of the flock and of fome of 
« their leaders are ſo oppoſite to their pretend- 
« ed principles, that the rationat part of man- 
« kind think leſs profeſſion and more practice 

would become a chriſtian charaſter better 

than the uncharitable way of condemning 


«i 

«i 

% wholeſale to hell flames all who differ from 
10 


them in opinion. | 


Te poet obſerves, 


„ A wit's a feather, and a chief d d td. 
Hut an honeſt man's the nobleſt work of God. Porx. 


« Who gould be a digot after confidering 


te the extenſive chain of creation; its connec- 


« tions and dependencies, and the duties en- 


- 
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« joined by man's reaſon on himſelf, implanted 
* by his Creator's hand on his firſt being, 
*© Who gave him in his dark eſtate, 
To know the good from ill; 
« And binding Nature faſt in fate, 
« Left free the human will.” # 

c The narrower a man intellects are, the 
© more he believes he ſees and comprehends, 
ce and ſo much more is he under the influence 
ce of ſuperſtition. This is the caſe with en- 
& thufiaſts in religion, who 456. 4-38 in the 
© mitre of bigotry, fancy that the univerſal 
© benevolence is Particularly attached to them, 
“ and was it not for their expoſtulations, like 
© thoſe of father Abraham, the reſt of the ra- 
tional creation would be eternally excluded 
&« the manſions of Paradiſe. | | 
„ Do we know why men who thus pre- 

„% ſume, know nothing? certainly, becauſe 
© they will not be perſuaded that they know 
“ nothing.” | 

Here the old gentleman ceaſed: and I was 
not a little pleaſed to find a perſon ſo extremely 
judicious, whoſe ſentiments of religion per- 
fectly agreod with my own. | 

After this, I informed him of my Rambling 
Scheme; and afked him to give me his aſſiſtance, 
by letting me know the particulars of any re- 
markable- characters preſent, with which he 
might be acquainted. 

Accordingly, he immediately directed my 
attention to an aged female *, that ſat near the 

Once the briſk widow Coverley vf Cheapſide and Fri- 


day-Street, | 
communions 


communien- table, who T had before obſerved 
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conſtantly lifting up her hands and eyes with 
the greateſt ſeeming devotion. © That wo- 


cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
ce 
cc 
cc 
cc 
«c 
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man,” ſaid he, © is a finiſhed hypocrite. I 
have known her near twenty years; in the 


courſe of which, ſhe has had no leſs than 


three huſbands: and having lately loſt her 
laſt, puts on this remarkable appearance of 
zealous piety, to conceal the libidinous emo- 


tions of her heart ; which beats ſtrongly for 
iſed to 


a raw country lad, who the has promi 
make her fourth, as ſoon as a decent time of 


widowhood is expired, and ſlie is convinced 
he is ' ſufficiently converted to juſtify her 


choice on that account with her more con- 
ſcientious acquaintance, - You will wonder, 
perhaps, what the young fellow can ſee 
agreeable in a perſon of her age and appear- 


ance : and whether it is from the extreme 


ſimplicity of the one, or the riches of the 


other, I'm indeed at a loſs to determine. 
1 his, however, is certain; that her A | 
r 


conduct has brought. buſineſs to ſhop, 


and enabled her to rank with the moſt emi- 


nent retail dealers; which may perhaps in- 
duce the young fellow to marry her, for the 


ſake of betiering his fortune; who, moſt. 


probably, when he has got her into the nup- 
tial ſnare, will ſoon be tired of his deceitful 
ſpouſe, and launch into all the exceſſes and 


diſſipations of the town, with which ſhe 


now thinks him quite unacquainted; leaving 
her to lament the folly of giving way to her 
deſires, and imagining her antiquated charms 

B 6 e ſufficien, 
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cc ſufficient to confine the boiſterous paſſions of | 
6 a yigorous inexperienced youth “. 


Horſes thou ſay ſt, and aſſes men may try, 
And ring ſuſpected Veſſels ere they buy; 
But Wives a random choice, untry'd they take, 
They dream in, courtſhip, but in wedlock wake: 
Then, not till then, the veil's remov'd away, 
And all the Woman glares in open day. POPE. 


When he had finiſhed this account, I could 
not help remarking on the bad effects of reli- 
gious hypocriſy ; fince it not only proves the 
bane of its poſſeſſors, but greatly hurts the 


cauſe of that religion where it is found to be 


Look ro how Providence beſtows alike, 
_ Sun+-ſhine and rain, to bleſs the fruitful year, 
- On diffrent nations, all of diff rent faiths : 
And (though by ſeveral names and titles worſhipp'c) 
Heav'n takes the various tribute of their praiſe ; 
Since all ag e: to own, at leaſt to n e in, 
One beft, one greateſt, only Lord of All, Rows. 


After this, the old gentleman continued his 
obſervations. © Take notice,“ faid he, of 
« thoſe three young girls that fit in the pew 
„ on the left-hand fide of the widow, who be- 
„ing come without their reſpective parents, 
« are, notwithſtanding the ſolemnity of the 
« place, actually exchanging (glances with a 
% like number of youths in the right-hand 
« gallery. Theſe are tradeſmens' daughters in 


She has actually joined hands with a third huſband al- 
though ſhe is but tender eventy-nine | Mile End. 
a <« the 
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the neighbourhood, with whom I am per- 


« feAly acquainted ; and was I not determined 
ct to reprove them, and promiſe to inform their 


parents if they continue theſe indiſcretions, 


« would perhaps form ſuch fatal connections 
<< by their imprudent behaviour, as might bring 
« everlaſting ſhame and diſgrace on themſelves, 
* and deſtroy the happineſs of their fey 
relations.“ 


Aſter remarking on the levity of theſe young + 


people, I perceived a middle-aged woman, 
dreſſed in very genteel mourning, whoſe coun- 


tenance beſpoke her to be a very different fort ' 


of matron from that we had before obſerved, 


and begged to be informed if he knew who ſhe 


was. Glad I am,” replied he, “ to have an 
«© opportunity of making you acquainted with 
“ ſuch a character. She is indeed no hypocrite: 
«© her conduct has ever been irreproachable. 


© About ten months ago ſhe loſt a moſt exem- 


« plary hufband; fince which time, ſhe has 


<« experienced a — of misfortunes, as little 
and — ſhe bears 


« expected as deſerv 
© them with the greateſt poſſible fortitude, it 
« is but too evident that they prey upon her 
« conſtitution, and will ſoon finiſh their own 


, exiſtence, by putting an end to her days. 


„The young gentleman in dark grey clothes, 
5 40 on the oppoſite ſeat, is her ſon; 


« who is an amiable young man, and by his 
« prudent conduct gives her the only earthly 

54 pleaſure ſhe is capable of receiving. 
ere the old gentlenian pauſed; and recol- 
lecting my friend the Captain would be tired of 
_ waiting | 


— — 
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waiting, I haſtily took my leave; after pro- 
miſing to call at his houſe on the firſt conve- 
venient opportunity. 

When I got out of the chape}, I found him 
very impatient for my return; for he had juſt 
ſeen a great crowd of people hurrying acroſs 
the fields; and not being able to learn the oc- 
caſion of ſuch a concourſe, waited for me, in 
order to follow after them. But this not .pro- 
miſing to be on a ſimilar ſubje& with the greater 
part of the -preſent chapter, I ſhall leave my 
reader to his reflections on what has been al- 
ready ſaid, by putting an end to the firſt part 
of my perambulation, with a quotation from 
Dryden. 


The common cry is ever religion's teſt; 
The Turk's is at Conſtantinople beſt ; 
Idols in India, popery at Rome; 
And our own worſhip only true at home: 
And true but for the time; tis hard to know 
How long we pleaſe ir ſhall continue ſo. 
This fide to-d3y, and that to-morrow burns; 
So all are Gcd Almighties in their turns, 


CHAP. 


- think him obliged to me 
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Bruiſing-Match, conſidered as a Species o Gaming 

—— Artful Scheme of a Knowings 228 
Deſcription of Bagnigge-Wells— Anecdoter, 
De. of the PFrequenters, 4 F 1 


Morning, eight o'cleck. 


TUDIOUS to render myſelf agreeable to 


the reader, [and willing to let him know L 
or it] I kindly gave 

him room for reflection, by finiſhing the firſt 
chapter ; at a time when I had not ſufficient 
leiſure to inform my friend and conductor of 
the particulars therein contained, or indeed to 
conſider them myſelf. | | id 
The hurry we were in/to know the cauſe of 
ſuch a tumult, made us inereaſe our uſual ſpeed j 
ſo that we arrived at the place almoſt as ſoon as 
the multitude began to halt, and could-thew 
perceive, that it was chiefly compoſed of the 


moſt depraved'part of the human ſyſtem. Theſe 


we preſently learnt, were aſſembled together, 
in order to behold the dexterous manceuvres of 
two noted -bruiſers ; who were then going to 
decide a wager of twenty guineas, by their agi- 


lity in boxing. A knowing one “, however, 
ſtood near us,; whiſpered me gently that it 


was only a hm fight; and, if I had a mind to 
bett any thing, would let me into the ſecretfor 
a trifle : adding, at the ſame time, that I might 


 - # Bepjamen, the Jew paſtry-cook. . 


1 
* 
- 
- 
- . 
- 
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make it worth my while: as he was very cer- 
tain there were ſeveral green-borgs preſent, who 
would be eaſily taken in, | | 

Shocked at ſo baſe a propoſal, I mildly re- 

roved him for making ſuch an overture, 
hen I was inſtantly attacked with a volley of 
blaſphemous oaths : charging me with being a 
religious hypocrite ; and informing me, that I 
need have no ſcruples of conſcience about cheat- 
ing any body, as he would hzve taken care I 
ſhould not have wor much, let me have laid 
what I would. Certain of being greatly worſt- 
ed, had I been diſpoſed to make any reply, I 
let him go on, without anſwering a word. So 
that finding he could make nothing of me, he 
plunged into the crowd as ſoon as he had ended 
his ſpeech, and I faw no more of him. 

In the mean time, the two fellows began the 
encounter; handling their fiſts (if I may be 
allowed this bear-garden phraſe) with as much 
care and deliberation, as a couple of fencing- 
maſters would their foils : while the hands of 
their aſſociates were no doubt much nimbler 
employed about the pockets of the unwary 
ſpectators. After a few flouriſhes, and two or 
three tumbles upon the graſs, one of them ac- 
knowledged himſelf vanquiſhed, (without hav- 
ing received any viſible hurt;) and the other 
was declared conqueror, by a loud ſhout from 
the mob. Y 

Heartily diſguſted with this ſcene, we quit- 
ted it with almoſt as much haſte as had brought. 
us there: and, as we went along, my friend 
intormed me, that this kind of diver/ien was by 

DS 


— 
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no means uncommon on a Sunday morning; 


ſo that he ſhould have inſtantly known the 
cauſe of their aſſembly, had they not met at a 


different part of the field from that generally - | 


appropriated to theſe occaſions, and- which is 


called, by way of diſtindion, The Green 


R 5 

e then obſerved, that what the fellow had 
ſaid about its being a feigned battle, was moſt 
certainly true. And this,“ added he, „ was 
1 arefully communicated with a view of de- 
« ceiving you more importantly : for if you 
had been one of thoſe people who are fond 
of over-rcaching others, and had for that 
« purpoſe accepted his propoſal, he would have 
« taken care to mention the contrary perſon, 
(as indeed he afterwards intimated) and pro- 
„ cure a companion to lay againſt you, in or- 
« der to bite the biter, T 

« fily thoſe who are fond of wagering may be 
„% {ſometimes taken in, by the plauſfible pre- 


„ tences of a deſigning knave; and, at the 


time they think themſelves certain of duping 
another, be themſelves the prey of a ſharper, 


without the confolation of being innocently | 


« fo.” 

The juſtneſs of my friend's remark extended 
itſelf, in my idea, to every ſpecies of gaming; 
and I could not help exclaiming againit the 
folly as well as villainy of gambling : whether 
at a ſimple bruiſing-match, (that favourite en- 
tertainment of the vulgar) or the more refined 


charms of the cockpit or hazard-table ; heartily 


wiſhing the civil magiſtrates would properly 
interpole ; 


* 0 
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interpoſe; and at leaſt aboliſh ſo much of this 


deſtructive infatuation, as comes immediately 
under their province. 

By this time, we had nearly reached Bag- 
nigge-Wells, and my friend adviſed that we 
ſhould call in and drink the waters; which, he 
informed me, were of a ſalutary effect, and 
would moſt probably, if they were at a greater 
diſtance from the metropolis, be as much fre- 
quented as any of our more eminent ſpas. 
„% And indeed,” continued he, it is at pre- 
„ ſent a place of general reſort; ſo that we 
& ſhall by no means find it barren of amuſe- 
* ment. I have myſelf ſeen ſome hundreds. 
„of a morning, whoſe various characters and 
. appearance muſt certainly furniſh ſufficient 
« entertainment for a contemplative mind; 
% And though there are ſeveral minerals in the 
„ neighbourhood not to be deſpiſed, yet the 
&« ſuperior accommodations of this place render 
«© it more frequented than any other, as I 


s think it juſtly deſerves.” After ſuch an ac- 


count, I needed no invitation to enter ; and we 
were immediately admitted, on paying only 
three-pence each, 

As we did not go to this place in the charac- 
ter of valetudinarians, we paid little attention 
to the waters, which are by no means difagree- 
able to the palate, and are well deſcribed, as my 
friend acquainted me, in alittle pamphlet wrote 
by Dt. Bevis, fetting forth their various virtues 
and effects, which the company may peruſe 


during their ſtay, There are likewiſe ſeveral 


news-papers for the amuſement of the com- 
| pany ; 
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pany ; and, in ſhort, every accommodation that 
can reaſonably be expected or defired. 


HA few years ago,” faid my faithful con- 


duCtor, the Captain, © this place had nothing 
to boaſt of; being only a little alehouſe, ſel- 
«© dom viſited by perſons of any credit; but 
A ſince the preſent proprietor has had poſſeſ- 
«*< ſton, the gardens have been continually en- 
© larging and improving, to the perfeCtion in 
* which you now ſee them. So that they have 
at preſent very little to envy, in my opinion, 
«© even the juſtly celebrated ones of Vauxhall; 
and are much ſuperior to moſt of the nume- 
© rous tea-gardens you will viſit in the aſter - 
« noon. The t room, too,” continued 
my friend, “ which is now converted into two, 
« was ſome time fince much admired for its 
elegance: and greatly frequented, on account 


* 


tainment of the company. The organ,  how+ - 


ce 
„of a ſine organ placed there for the enter- 
60 
T 


ever, is not now ſuffered to be uſed on Sun- 

6 day; none being permitted at the ' public 
ce places in this county, ſince the opening of 
© the Pantheon in the Spaw-Fields, as a preach- 
« ing place; and the room is divided (though. 
ce the former elegance remains) becauſe of the 
« vaſt number of people that uſed to walk 
ce there, to the great hinderance of the waiters, 
« who were by that means prevented from giv- 
c ing proper attendance,” - nt 
When my friend had informed me of theſe 
particulars, I proceeded to take a view of the 
place, which I found to conſiſt of ſeveral beau - 


tiful walks, ornamented with a great variety of 
curious 


— — F— 
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curious ſhrubs and flowers, all in the utmoſt 
perfection. About the centre of the garden is 
a ſmall round fiſh-pond, in the midſt of which 
is a curious fountain, repreſenting a Cupid be- 

ſtriding a ſwan, which ſpouts three ſtreams of 


Water through its beak to a great height. 
Round this place, and indeed almoſt over the 


whole garden, are genteel ſeats for the company; 
which, my friend ſaid, we ſhould undoubtedly 
find quite full in the afternoon, notwithſtand- 
ing their prodigious number, At a little di- 
ſtance from the pond is a ſmall neat cottage, 
built in the rural ſtile ; and not far from that, 
over a bridge leading acroſs a piece of water 
that paſſes through part of the garden, is a 
pretty piece of grotto-work, large enough to 
contain near twenty people. Beſides which, 
there is houſe, and ſeveral feats placed by the 
water · ſide, for ſuch of the company as chuſe 
to ſmoke, or drink cyder, ale, &c. which are 
_ permitted in the other parts of the gar- 
n. - | 
Having ſufficiently admired this agreeable 
place, I did not wonder at my friends cnco- 
miums, though they at firſt ſeemed to be rather 
exaggerated, We then began to ſurvey the 
company, made up of about three hundred 
perſons; among which were ſeveral genteel 
females, and one in particular of exquiſite 
beauty, with whom my companion appeared to 
be acquainted. © Who is that lady,“ ſaid I to 
& him, © that you juſt now complimented en 
« paſſant s (e She is,” replicd he, © the wife 
« of 


—- 


to realiſe a fortune or viſit Botany Bay. 


* 
* 
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of an eminent tradeſman * in the city; and 


is but lately raiſed to that honour from being 
<< his menial ſervant. . 


% About two years ago, he loſt his wife, to 


„ whom he had been married many years; and 
© though he is now near ſeventy, and has ſe- 
t veral marriageable children, has been fooliſh- 
« ly drawn into wedlock by the artful contri- 
% vance of this woman. Having admitted him 


to the greateſt familiarities, after the death 


cc of his wife, ſhe informed him that ſhe found 


<« herſelf with child, and begged his advice 
4 how to act: For,” added ſhe, I have fre- 
<«< quently heard my father ſay, and confirm it 


c with the moſt ſolemn oath, that if any man 
© ſhould be baſe enough to ruin his daughter, 


c he would certainly kill him the firſt oppor- - 


„ tunity ; nor did he doubt, as he uſed to ſay, 


but he ſhould receive his Majeſty's clemency, - 


«© when the circumſtances of the caſe, and how 
great the aggravation was, were properly 


tc confidered. Now, as I know him to be a 
very reſolute man, and am certain that he 
c never forfeited his word, when he ſwore to 
„ any thing, I am afraid, when he knows that 
you have ruined me, (and know he certainly 


«© muſt, for I ſhall not be able to hide it m 

longer) that he will by ſome means or other 
«© put an end to your life. So that I ſhall be 
« deprived at once of all I hold dear in the 
ic world: you (who though you have ruined 


„ Now. whereas, and from ſome late tranſaRtions likely 
« mez 
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<< me, I cannot help loving) will be murdered, 
« and my father hanged for doing it. Every 


e yirtuous perſon will ſhun me! I ſhall be 


© poor, deſpiſed, and abandoned !, And, what 
« grieves me more than all the reſt, the inno- 
cc cent little infant, the child of your own. bod 
c if I ſhould live to bring it into the world 


will undoubtedly come to want, and one day 


« curſe its wicked and imprudent parents!“ 
« Here the ſhed abundance of tears, and 
&« hung about his neck with every mark of 
de fondneſs, while the old gentleman kind! 
« ſympathized with her; and, in the fulne 
« of his heart, promiſed to marry her the next 
c“ day, in order to prevent the effects of what 
«© her father had ſo reſolutely threatened, and 
c make her all the amends in his power. She 
« then drew a note from her pocket, which 
«© the had previouſly copied from one wrote by 
« an A requeſting him to ſign it, if he 
« meant to do her juſtice. Startled at this, he 


©. at firſt ſeemed to decline: but the thoughts of 


© her father's revenge, together with her ap- 
parent love, and concern for his preſervation, 
at length determined him; and, in an evil 


hour, he ſigned the fatal paper. After this, 


« he knew it was needleſs to refuſe what he 
<< had promiſed ; and, in a few days, they were 
«© married. 
« As the whole of this contrivance was evi- 
« dently planned to enſnare the old man, (the 
« affair of her pregnancy being without the 
<« leaſt foundation) ſhe found herſelf under the 
« neceſſity of procuring a younger perſon, in 
4 cc order 


% 
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& order to make good that part of her ſtory, - ” 


<c For this purpoſe, ſhe gave too much encou- 
< ragement to a gentleman that viſited her 
„ huſband, who baſely reduced her to the ne- 
5 ceſſity of ſending for a doctor on another ac- 
„count: when ſhe took the opportunity of 
« attributing her illneſs to a miſcarriage ; which 
4 12 {atisfied her deluded hu „and 
« he 
ing entirely eradicated the diſorder, he ad- 
viſed her to a courſe of theſe waters, which 
are admirably adapted to reſtore health an. 


e vigour after any kind of illneſs ; and this, Il 
* ſuppoſe, is the reaſon of her being here this 


morning. 


My friend, the Captain, havi concluded, 


I could not help admiring the artfulneſs of the 
woman ; though I by no means approve the - 


latter part of her con and think her juſtly 
puniſhed for ſo much wickedneſs and ingrati- 
rude, The old man was alſo rightly ſerved, by 
being drawn into matrimony ; tor when he had 


been indiſereet enough to debauch ſo fine a Wo- 


man, that was the only recompence he could 
make her. The only perſons to be pitied are 
the children; who, though they could not pre- 


vent the father's crime, will ſeverely ſuffer ſor 


it; as the extravagance of their -in-law 
every day leſſens their fortune. _. # 
Hard! had I made theſe remarks, when a 
_ ſtrange figure paſſed by, which ſeemed to at- 
tract general notice. ough he appeared to 


be a young perſon, he was dreſſed in the habit 


des Ac 


has never once doubted her virtue. Hay- 


— : — — — 
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and his pale meagre face was partly loſt in a 
large bag wig, that hung a great way down his 
back, and was of an enormous fize. His legs, 
which ſeemed hardly able to ſupport his v 

thin carcaſe, were covered with a pair of coarſe 
hoſe, and moved with a flow, ſolemn, and 
proceſſional pace. 'Perceiving my friend look 
at him with a ſcornful countenance, I aſked if 
he knew any thing of him. © I diſclaim any 
« knowledge of 2 deſpicable a being, an- 
ſwered he, though I have frequently * ſeen 
«him. He is ſtrongly ſuſpected of being one 
c of thoſe who are guilty of a crime too hor- 
c“ rid to mention, with polluting the page in 
ce which it is recited ; and is imagined to per- 
&. ſonate a female, becauſe he conſtantly wears 
«thoſe gloves with which you now ſce him, 
ec even at meals, in order to make his hands 
ce more delicate. He uſed to dine at an eating- 
« houſe near Chancery-Lane ; from whence 
« the continual ſneers of the company at length 
% drove him away. This is all I know, or 


4 deſire to know, of ſo contemptible a cha- 


cc rafter, and was communicated to me by a 
« young gentleman who frequents that houſe.” 
ing ſufficiently . of this deteſtable 
wretch, I directed my eyes in ſearch of other 
characters, more worthy of notice; and pre- 
ſently perceived a young wan very genteely 
dreſſed, who appeared to be in a deep conſump- 
tion, This, the- Captain informed me, was 
* He may be met with every evening in the Mall, and 


was one of the <4riozus afſembly at the Bunch of Grapes iu 
St. Clements. a ö 
Ing the 
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the ſon of a gentleman at Hampſtead, poſſeſſed 
of an independent fortune. He has been in 


« a declining ſtate ſome time, ſaid my con- 


% ductor, 2 from a diſappointment 
in love. About two years ago, having re- 


C ceived'a competent knowledge of the learned 


languages, at Eaton-School, he went to re- 
« ſide with his father during the fummer ſea- 
« ſon, previous to finiſhing his ſtudies at one 
« of the univerſities. While he was at home, 
* he conceived the moſt paſſionate eſteem for 
„ an amiable young lady, on daughter” ef a 
„poor clergyman on the 

„ho officiated as governeſs to one of his 
s fiſters, and entertained an equal regard for 
% him. Conſcious, however, that the could 


«© not expect to be honourably united to one 


«© ſo much her ſuperior, ſhe prudemly informed 


- ©« his mother of the declaration he had made, 


<« and begged to be adviſed, in u matter which 


« ſo nearly concerned her. A&otdingly, the 


« was ſecretly ſent down to her father, with a 
% yery- handſome preſent, and the promiſe of 
c future friendſhip and aſſiſtance, as a reward 
4c for her ingenuous conduct. As ſoon as the 


« young gentleman knew of her departure, he 


« employed every poſſible means to find out the 
«« plice of her retreat; but the affair had been 
« conducted with ſo much privacy, that he 
« could not gain the leaſt intelligence. He 
« then fell into a decline, and was, by the 


Le time he ſhould have left home to purſue 


c his ſtudies, evidently on the borders of the 
<< grave. Alarmed at the thoughts of lofing 
| C © their 
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their only ſon, his parents employed the 


moſt {kilful of the faculty, to endeavour at 
reſtoring his health. But every effort was 
fruſtrated : his mind, not his body, being 


diſeaſed, in vain did they try the power of 
medicine. They then informed his mother, 
that unleſs ſhe could perſuade him to confeſs 
the cauſe of his illneſs, and at all events en 
deavour to remove the obſtacle to his happi- 
neſs, it would be impoſſible he ſhould lon 

ſurvive. Then, and not before, ſhe — 
it neceſſary to inform his father of his vio- 
lent, regard for his ſiſter's late governeſs; 
and that it was on that acceunt-only. ſhe bad 
been ſent home. So eager were they both 
for his eatery! that it was immediately 
agreed to ſend for the young lady, with the 
promiſe of receiving her as their daughter, 
if it was poſſible for her to comply, con- 
ſiſtent with her on happineſs. In the mean 
time, the old lady having obli her ſon 
to confeſs what ſhe had long beſore boen 
acquainted with, told him that his father had 
confented to his union with Miſs Merit * ; 
and that ſhe was hourly expected. It is eaſier 
to conceive, than deſcribe, the joy which this 
intelligence gave him: from that day, how- 
ever, he began to amend; and, with the aſſiſt- 
ance of theſe waters, which he has for ſome 
time conſtantly attended, will doubtleſs: be 
ſufficiently recovered. in-a ſhort time, to re- 


* Alia: Miſe Woodville, daughter of the late Dr. J. 
James Wosdeville af Wrexham, ; 
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ce ſtore his parents happineſs, as well as com- 


c plete his own.” . 
By the time my friend had finiſhed this nar- 
rative, our appetites began to inform us that 
break faſt would be very acceptable; and as we 
could not ſtop here for, that purpoſe, conſiſtent 
with our plan, we were obliged to leave this 
place, without noticing many remarkable cha- 
racters. I muſt not forget, however, that juſt | 
as we quitted the s, we were preſented | 
with the addreſs of two ladies. of eaſy virtue, 
requeſting our attendance by four-in the after + 
noon ; but as we did not think proper to com- - 
ply with their kind invitation, we immediately 
returned the card, to prevent their being diſap- 
inted, and proceeded on our way to the « 
— where. we regaled our- 
ſelves with a gill of red port, which my friend | 
the Captain, who had been many years in the 
port trade, declared was as good as any he had | 
ever taſted abroad. The news-papers on the 1 
table ſupplied for us a while with amuſement, | 
and from thence we adjourned to the city to get 
our - breakfaſt, as we. had appointed, at he 
Banx COFFEEHOUSE, : 


— 
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CHAP. III. 


The Bank Coffechou « deſeribed—Charatters there 


met with ts on the preſent State of Politics 
wo News-paper Logic. 


' Morning ten o'clock. 

HE place we judged moſt convenient for 

our morning repait, was the Bank Coffee- 
houſe near - the Royal Exchange; and, in our 
way thither, we could not but remark the great 
number of frizeurs, who were every where 
ſtriding along the firects with the utmoſt ex- 
ition. When we arrived, we found the 
room tolerably full of various kinds of people. 
The ſober eitizen, the  ſtock-jobber, and the 
politician, were promiſcuouſly ſeated together; 
ſipping their coffee, reading the papers, and 
diſplaying their ſeveral talents, (or want of ta- 
lents) in curious arguments on their favourite 
topics. Some were enquiringthe price of ſtocks, 
others the ſtate of trade; while others, more 
ridiculous than either, were planning ſchemes 
for paying the national debt w.:thout any taxes at 
all, and contriving methods to humble the 
French and oblige them to ſubmit to the decrees 
of a miniſter, who ought to have no more to 
do with them at this important juncture than 
with the mad man TomPaine or his coadjutor 
H—xE IX, for expoſing the impoſitions of 
patent and finecure places, and the arguments 
of others in ſupport of equal repreſentation in. 
parhament, which is as mad a icheme as the 


aboliſhing 


* 
| 
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aBolifhing places, while the eleors remain what = 


they are 


be Scotch convention and the proſecutions 


ſubſequent thereto were next the ſubject of diſ- 


 eburfe,- It was unanimoufly declared a ſhame 


by one fide of the room that a poor bookſcller- 


opc be confined four years in Newgate for 
publiſhing truth and — 


gable argument, as 
well as another to be expatriated from his coun- 
try to the ſhares of Botany Bay for lending the 
ſaid books to his friends. Theſe were oppoſed 


Y thoſe of contrary principles; and the noiſe 
their arguments, together with the little 


reaſon contained in them, gave neither fatis* 
faction nor information to any of the hearers. 
In the midſt of this confuſion, I obſerved a 
young man, very indifferently clad, whoſe high 


cheek · bones prognoſticated him to be a Caledo— 
nian “, fitting in a box by himſelf, and 1 2 


with the greateſt ſeeming compoſure on ſeve 


ſmall pieces of paper which lay before him, 
ſigned, as I could plainly perceive, with the 


letters T. S. When he had finiſhed about half 
a ſcore, he placed them carefully in an old let- 
ter- caſe ; and ſwallowing down the dregs of his 


_ lkquor, hurried away, without appearing to take 


the leaſt notice of any perſon preſent. When 
he was gone, my friend acquainted me, that he 
knew him well,; and that he was a native of 
Scotland, who, having received a claſſical edu- 
cation, was come to England in hopes of mak- 


Tom W-—ch, once a junior clerk at Tr · u · un in Lom- 
bard-Street. : 


_ 
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ing a fortune, and eſtabliſhing his fame, by the 
literary merit he imagined himſelf to be poſ- 
ſeſſed of. The London bookſellers, how- 


cc 
«c 
«c 
cc 
«c 
«c 


ever,” continued iy friend, „not having 


diſcernment enough to perceive the capacity 
of his extenſive genius, ſeldom employed 
him in any thing but elaborate tranſlations, 
or ſentimental novels; where he found him- 
ſelf obliged to write much more for money 
than an ordinary hackney-writer, without; 
the leaſt allowance for abilities. Tired of 
ſuch ſervile employ, he determined to quit 
the ſervice. of the bookſellers, and woo the 
tragic muſe. For this purpoſe, he complet- 
ed a tragedy ; and doubted not but it would 
gain him the approbation, as well as encou- 


.ragement, of the public: but, alas! the 


managers were too dull to obſerve the beau- 
ties of this excellent performance; and, 
after making him dance attendance above a 
dozen times, returned the piece, with the 


following laconic anſwer e have enaugh ef 


This fort. Diſappointed in an endeavour 
which he had flattered himſelf could not fail 


. of ſucceſs, he hardly knew what ſcheme to 


deviſe, in order to gain a neceflary ſubſiſtence ; 
at length he determined to advertiſe for a 
place; and, in conſequence of ſuch mode of 
application, has reſpectively filled the ſeveral 
ſtations of ſhopman, boarding-ſchool uſher, 
clerk, and out-rider : moſt of which em- 
ploys were loſt merely through inattention 


to buſineſs, owing to the great deſire he has 


to be conſidered as an author, which en- 
e groſſes 


* — — * 
A > — — — . — 
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er groſſes the whole of his thoughts. He is 


c now commenced. news-colleQor for the 
ce papers, and occaſionally writes eſſays for 


« and againſt adminiſtration, under different 


« ſignatures. The ſcraps you have juſt feen 
«© him manufacture, are news- paper paragraphs, 
« which probably contain murders that were 
cc never committed, battles. that were never 
% fought, rapes that were: never attempted, or 


c robberies that have never happened: not- 


& withſtanding which, every one that appears 
in the papers of to-morrow, will entitle him 


© to ſixpence; and they are ſigned with the 


6 initials of the hame he juſtly aſſumes, (viz. 
«© Tom Scribble) that it may be known by 
© whom each was ſent; as there are many others 
© who follow the ſame employ.” ?“ 

The account my friend gave of this unfor- 
tanate young man, natu ſaggeſted that 
well-known aſſertion of Mr. Pope g- 


« A li tle learnin os dengan 2 oy 
. « Driak:deop craſh. ths Pierian fpring j*. 


at the ſame time that it ſtrongly confirmed an 
opinion I ever had, that education, without 
genius, is of little conſequence in the literary 


world, and that (tho? they appear to be con- 


tradictory terms) it is even poſſible to be a 
LEARNED BLockHhEa dv. | | 
After theſe obſervations, my friend pointed 


out a ſhabby old fellow with a dark com- 
plexion, ſtrongly expreſſive of the fraternity 


to which he aan | informing me that was 
1 4 


aſfon 


— 


- 
— — 


— — 
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fortune, by the-calamities of others. © He 
« lives,” continued my friend, „ near St. 
« Mary Axe, and daily advertizes to lend 
« money on annuities, places, commiſsions, 
« and other valuable ſecurities; which he 
« generally contrives to get entirely into his 
« own hands for a trifle, and then diſpoſes of 
« them at a very advanced price. Beſides 
« which, he redeems goods out of pawn; 
% procures bail for ſinking tradeſmen; and 
« buys off their whole previous to the 
« ſuing out a commifsion of bankruptcy by 
« their creditors. In this manner he drags on 
<« his loathſome life; noxious to the public in 
« general, deteſted by every honeſt man, and 

Ireaded by all thole whole neceisities or ex- 
s travagance oblige them to have any concerns 
« with him. And, though be lives in the 


cc conſtant commiſsion of crimes of the moſt- 


« alarming conſequences, he fears not to be 
« puniſhed; as the legiſlature cannot eaſily 
ce reach his vices, was it even dispoſed to 
© make the attempt.“ 


The next that engroſſed our attention was 


a grave citizen, who fat liſtening to the va- 


rious debates without uttering a ſingle word, 


and now and then gave a contemptuous ſmile 
at their ridiculous arguments ; forgetting, at 
the ſame time, that himſelf was an object of 


* Old Sir Solomon Symond, about whom the ſong is 
made, beginni g When Sir Solomon Symond he did we.“ 


ridicule, 


3 


a ſon of Iſrael“, who had amaſſed a conſiderable 


* 


A SUNDAY RAMBLE.' . 33 


ridicule, from the formal fingularity- of his 
appearance. ; | | 
During theſe remarks, an elderly gentleman 
walked into the room, and immediately ac- 
coſted my friend in the moſt familiar.manner, 
placing himſelf in the ſame box with us. After 
a few compliments, I ventured to aſk his 
opinion of the preſent ſtate of politicks; and 
what he thought would be the conſequence of 
our preſent diſpute with the French: to which 
he replied, that as it was a topic vety dange- 
rous to handle, he would ſay but little about it; 


but from the little conſideration he had be- 


ſtowed on the ſubject, he. thought our govern- 
ment more blameable to pretend to impoſe a 


King upon the French, than they were to in- 


| vade the Republic of Holland, who had un- 


doubredly aggreſſed in interfering with their 


internal form of government, and in- their 


officious attempts to ſave the French King from 
a fate he undoubtedly merited as much as one 


convicted of perjury does the pillory. 

The converſation now. became general be- 
tween us. The Captain obſerved to his friend, 
that, the papers were now very much changed 
from what they were formerly. *© Thirty 
_« years ago,” continued he, the few papers 
« which were known to the world went to 
« their object: they contained gſays that 


4 might be read without diſguſt, intelligence as 


- « authentic as circumſtances would admit, and 
«> advertiſements, which aimed at nothing more 
„ than to deſcribe the thing, place, or perſon, 
| ©& to be bargained for. The peace of families, 

C 5 SG as 
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and the honour of individuals, were not, 
then, ſported away : Princes were not the 
jeſt of the licentious, nor did the hands of 
the unhallowed dare to touch the /rine of 


 MajzsTY.  Now—FEfſays, with * few 


exceptions, are ignorant, unmeaning, ſtupid, 
ridiculous, empty, and vapid—/ntelligence is 
falſe, abſurd, miſleading, and contradictory 
— Advertiſements are ſo perverted from their 
original intentions, that they deſcribe every 
thing but the truth; nay, taking advantage 
of theſe commode literary procurers, —_— 
whoſe connivance rampant ladies and gentle- 
men, are accommodated with aſsignations in 
the face of the world, at ſo much a lme—they 
have the audacity to make the legiſlature the 
pander of public pleafures, through the me- 
dium of the flamp-office ; honour and virtue are 
whispered away or held in derifton ; lords, 
lacqueys, miniſters, and maurauders, are 
indiſcriminately jumbled together, ladies of 
diſtinguiſhed birth and untarniſhed purity, 
are complimentingly coupled with proſtitutes, 
or actreſſes of equivocal reputation—the 
ſacred perſons of princes are the ſubject of 
their miſchievous may- game: in which they 
champ the thiftles of their barren imagina- 
tions with all the dull, contented ignorance of 
AS$ES: they uſe their pens as awkwardly as 
a BEAR plays with a fat: and, when their 
ſterile fancies have brought forth the abor- 
tion of a thought, they grin like a saTYk, 
without teeth—ugly, and HARMLESS : Ma- 


« jeſty is the conſtant target, againſt which 


«they. 


A SUNDAY RAMBLE. 26 


ce they ſhoot their hunted arrows—vainly in- 
« deed, for how ſhould the impotency of a wap, 
% move the COURAGE of a LION. * 
„Thus have daily papers, which are in- 
« creaſed from four to hear twenty, ſprung up 
„ like muſhrooms. Indeed they refemble in 
every reſpect that ghoſt of a vegetable. 
« They have a fair appearance, and are black 
© within :—if gathered, they taſte inſipidly 
„ pungent, and fill you with flatulency ;—4f 
„ neglected, they grovel out their day, and 
% yaniſh at night Hike a vapour.“ 


To this the old Gentleman replied, that 
they were too much in the pay of their maſters, - 


and generals, the bookſellers, who directed 


them, that is the editors. For, ſayed he, 


„ thoſe who write have a knack of expreſsing 
„ themſelves by allufion, and it ignifies/ no- 
e thing bow little the thing and its compara- 
« tive are literally alike, if an illuſtrative” ex- 
ce planation can be brought about between 


« them: thus, when I call the bookſellers - 


« Generals, 1 meant nothing more than mater, 
„that is to fay, TAsK-maſterrs, A gentlemen 
6 of no mean abilities applied to one of theſe 
© to purchaſe a work of merit: the ſaid it was 
« original: original! extlaimed the bookſeller, 
„then fir. it won't do: can you watch pub- 
1% lications as they fall in and become univerſal 
„ property, mutifate and make them into an 


«© unconnected jumble under the title f 


«Beauties can you criticiſe authors who 
«< never exiſted? can you feign Epitaphs ? an- 
« ticipate Parliamentary Debaies , make men 
FTE £2146 C * « of 


p 0 
1 
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ce of abilities write nonſenſical Odes ? or can 


© invent dull good 2 * to be ſpoken by DEAD 


«© DocToks ? Theſe have been the purſuits of ' 


„ firſt-rate merit for theſe ten years paſt, If 


« you can do theſe, take the ſciſſars, the 


4 wafers, and the paſte-pot, put on your apron 


„ and fleeves, come contentedly into our gar- 
« Tet, and fell your time for as much as it is 
* worth: but original? do not think of it; 
„rather take a pixaxe or à beetle, and dig 


„ graves or thump the pavement.” 


The rabble gather round the man of news, 
And liſten with their mouths. 
Some tell, ſome hear, ſome judge of news, ſbme make it, 
And he that lyes moſt loud, is moſt believ'd. Drygd. Span. Fry. 


I could not help admiring the extreme dif- 
fidence that accompanied the old gentleman's 
remarks; which contained, notwithſtanding, 
much more ſolid ſenſe and reaſon than all the 
numerous arguments I had before heard on the 
ſubject. 

As ſoon as he had drank his diſh of chocolate, 
and ſkimmed over the papers, he took his 
leave with the ſame appearance of friendſhip. he 
had uſed at his entrance. My friend, the 
Captain, then began to inform. me who he 


wWas—““ That gentleman“,“ ſaid he, © is one 


« of the principal merchants in this metro- 
% polis. I have been, acquainted with him 
« many years; and though he is ſuppoſed to. 
«© be worth upwards of a plum, has not half 


* Mr. Samuel B--n—d, of Thames-fireet. 
| « the 
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* the pride and conſequence of the meaneſt of 
„ his clerks. Though he poſſeſſes, as it is 
„ eaſy to perceive, a very good ſhare of under- 

c ſtanding, he does not think himſelf properly | 

„ qualified to fill the high offices of the city; - 
* and has therefore carefully avoided them, 
© notwithſtanding the repeated ſolicitations of 

& his friends. Unambitious of worldly ſplen- 

c dour, he has trained his ſon to the ſame 
„ honourable 2 with himſelf; and only 
waits till he has ſufficiently acquainted him 

&« with the commercial buſineſs, before he en- 

« tirely quits trade, and retires to a fine eſtate 

e he has lately purchaſed in one of the moſt 
„ agreeable parts of the kingdom.” | 

By the time my friend had finiſhed this, rela- 
tion, we found our appetites ſufficiently ſatiſ- 
fied; and not perceiving any other characters 
worthy of notice, we thought proper to quit 

this place: which we immediately did, on 
- paying for our breakfaſts, and receiving an 

agreeable ſmile from the, captivating eyes of a 

very beautiful bar-maid. . 


Does ſie not come like wiſdom, or good fortune, 
Replete with ble ſſings, giving wealth and honour ? 
The dowry which he brings is peace and pleaſure ; | 
And everlaſting joy is in her arms. Rnwe's Fair Pen, 


CHAP. 
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— ——ñ —— was -- 4 . —— — — — — — 
_ —— 


_—_—_\ 


— —— 
1 


— — — 


14 —— 4 mm. ect... 


33 + A SUNDAY RAMBLE. 
CHAP, IV. 


Charity Sermons—Cu/om of Gilling at Taverns — 
Various Characters at Kelly's, the King's Head. 


Eleven in the Forenoon. 


WIN we quitted the coffee: houſe, my 


friend, the Captain, adviſed that we 


hould go to ſome place of public worſhip ; 


Which, he obſerved, would not only improve 
our own. minds, but furniſh a good example for 


the reader, by ſhewing him the poſſibility of 


attending the ſervice of his MAKER, without 
interrupting the innocent amuſements of the 
day: and, as I recollected to have ſeen a para- 


graph in the Saturday's paper, mentioning that 


there would be a charity ſermon at St. Mary le 
Strand's, on the following morning, by the 
Biſhop of P***, my curioſity prompted me to 


go thither, that I might hear that very un- 


common thing, a biſhop preach. Accordingly, 
we made the beſt of our way there ; and arri- 
ved juſt time enough to perceive feveral well- 
dreſſed people coming out of the church. Sur- 
prized at ſuch a circumſtance, as J was certain 
the ſermon could not poffibly be begun, I 
aſked my friend what he thought was the 
meaning of. it ; when he informed me, that he 
imagined there had beert either a curious an- 
them by ſome celebrated vocal performers, or 
an extraordinary fine piece of mufick by an 
admired organiſt; at which times, he ſaid, it 
was no uncommon thing to ſee a number of the 
muſical gentry leave the church; not only — 
Avon 
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avoid the unhbarmonious voice of the miniſter, 
but that they might be able to make their 
exit genteely, without the inconvenience. of 
dropping their mites in the church-warden's 
plates. | 128 
Aſter this, we entered the church, and 

found ourſelves quite ſoon enough to hear a 
very excellent Ailcourſe, on a more excellent 
ſubject. Strongly did the reverend prelaté 
plead the cauſe he had undertaken ; nor could 
he poſsibly fail of ſucceſs, where the heart was 
not. callous to every tender feeling. As ſoon 
as he had fniſbed, the children were placed 
at the doors, and loudly implored the afsiftance 
of the numerous congregation; ſo that even 
thoſe whoſe penurious diſpoſitions would not 
permit them to part with a farthing from mo- 
tives of charity, were compelled to do it through 
— Me. | 
| 2 we came out of the church, my friend 
- acquainted me that there was a place cloſe by 
St. Paul's in the city, which it would by no 
means be improper to viſit; as it was famous 
for an ancient cuſtom that uſed to prevail in 
town to treat cuſtomers on a Sunday morning 
with dumplings, cold meat and bread and cheeſe, 
for their morning gueſts; and this practice oc- 
caſions many to viſit the houſe on a Sunday, 
who never make their appearance there at any 
other time; but as the landlord knows this fort - 
of people tolerable well he takes care they ſhall 


not have an over good bargain of it, by fur- 


_ - niſhing them with only the latter article for 
their refection, but with this they are ſure to 
7 | get 
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get good liquor, and the moſt obliging uſage 
rom Mr, Kelly, who is a moſt loyal ſoul, and 
the Captain's and my beſt friend in town. 


Good name in man or woman, 
Fs the immediate jewel of our ſouls. 
Who ſteals my purſe, ſteals traſh; tis ſomething, nothing; 
"Twas mine, tis his, and has been ſlave to thoutands. 


But he that filches from me my good name, 
Robs me of that which not en iches him, 
And makes me poor indeed. SHAKESPEARE. 


After ſome mutual congratulations we ſtep- 
ped into the bar, where he regaled us with an 
excellent cold collation, and at the ſame time 
invited us to dinner, but which we declined as 
inconſiſtent with our plan, but having ordered 
a pint of Liſbon, we began to take a ſurvey of 
the company. Searce had we ſeated ourſelves, 
when we were accoſted by a ſmart young fel- 
low, with—* Well, gentlemen, what are your 
thoughts of the war 7 Do you think our go- 
„ vernment will interfere much longer with 
ce the French; this is arr unfortunate war; we 
< ſhall have no trade while it laſts; will it laſt 
& long think you? F know a perſon who lately 
« heard ſay, that a monied man in the cit 
6 having lately ſome buſineſs with the Miniſter, 
c miſtook affabiljty for weakneſs : Pray, fir,” 
ſaid he, on taking leave, © will it be peace or 

« war?” 64 Really, fir,” replied the Miniſter, 
« I can't inform you, as I have not read a 
tc news-paper theſe ten days!“ 

Charmed with the affability of mv compa- 
nion, the young gentleman ſcemed deſirous of 

| being 
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being better acquainted ;+ and as he had in 
every reſpedi the appearance of a well-bred 
perſon, we were not leſs pleaſed with his com- 
pany. 'After ſome converſation, by which we 
found that he was a ſtudent at Oxford, and heir 
to a very large fortune, he began, at our re- 
ueſt, to entertain us with an account of ſome 
. raQters preſent, 0 youn wp OM ſaid 
e, * accompanied by the lank-haired ſtripling, 
is the ſon of a wealth tradeſman in — 
„ chapel; who is as well known in the envi- 
«© rons of Covent-Garden, and as famous for 
« his feats of gallantry, as any one in town. 
« He boaſts that he has killed his man, ſeduced 
« his girl, cornuted his friend, and drank ſe- 
< veral to death; with theſe qualifications, and 
« a conſummate ſtock of affurance, he thinks 
« himſelf entitled to rank with oerfons in the 
© moſt exalted. ſtations ; ahd indeed, to their 
« ſhame be it ſpoken, I have frequently ſeen 
„ him in company with ſeveral of our * 
« whoſe vices he ſuccefsfully imitates, The 
« firſt knowledge I had of him was ag my fa- 
„ ther's, where be came upon a viſit with lord 
* H——; and he had the impudence to make 
cc another, without any invitation, with a view 
of obtaining the affections of my ſiſtet ; but 
© my father having found what kind of a gen- 
ce tleman he was, forbid him the houſe, unleſs 
« he choſe to undergo the diſcipline of being 
« dragged through a horſe-pond ; and this 
* threat had the deſired effect, for he never 
4 after made his appearance there. The youth 


« you ſee with him is a younger brother, = 


* 
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« he is initiating in thoſe - vices which render 
« himſelf fo deſpiſed.” | ee 
«© ()bſerve,” continued the young gentle- 
man, “ that pragmatical coxcomb, who is talk 
« ing to the bar-maid ; ſee what pains lie takes: 
« in endeavouring to perſuade her that ſhe has 
« infpired him with 2 paſſion which he is not 
é capable of feeling. The whole of his affec- 
« tion is indeed centered in his own'{weet per- 
& ſon; and he contemplates the dear image 4 
« hundred times a day, in a ſmall portable 
&«& mirrour, which he wears in his pocket for 
te that purpoſe. Pity it is, that the glaſs can- 
c not give him an internal view, and thew him 
« his folly and vanity in their proper light. 
« Such an one would indeed be an uſeful com- 
6% panion, as it might frequently preſerve him 
c from the ridicule of his acquaintance.” | 
© The tall meagre figure, that cats ſo rave- 
c nouſly one would imagine he had not had a 
&« regular meal for a month, is a French teacher 
to ſeveral boarding-ſchools round London; 
but his pay is ſo very ſmall, and his neceſſary 
© expences fo great, that he can hardly make 
© ſhift te get a living, and therefore takes care 
<< to eat hearty whenever cheap proviſion comes 
© in his way. The perſon that fits with him 
© is a daneing-maſter, and qualikes grown per- 
& ſons to dance cotillons, &c. of an evening, 
after he has attended his boarding-ſchool 
« cuſtomers in the day-time, in company with 
ce the Frenchman.” Bic 
My curioſity being excited by a figure in a 
chair in a corner of the room, who was quiet] 

| 4 | ' — 
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ſmoking his pipe, although ſo early. I en- 
quired of my friend the Captain, who he was, 
when he informed me he was the little paſtry- 
cook of the church-yard, who was an honeſt 


blunt fellow, and feldom meddled with any 


one's buſineſs, and ſo in fact neglected many 
of the exuberant rules of civility. | 
My friend, whr could venture to rally him 
on his failing, without fearing to forfeit his 
friendſhip, would now and then jocoſely ex- 
poſtulate with him, when he ſeemed to wantonl 
violate the rules of good breeding.—“ Aye,” 


ſays he, taking his pipe from his mouth, and 


blowing into my face an unmannerly whiff by 
no means of the aromatic kind, I could-affure 


him, “ Aye, you may think as you like of my 
«c 


inattention to ceremony—that is not the cri- 
« terion I would be Judged by : the maxims by 
« which I regulate my life are, to ſpeak the 
« truth, to ſerve as many, and injure as few, 
© as J can,—I give my ies if required, in 
© matters ſuited to my capacity, to my friends, 
« and all who think it worth their attention. 
] am ready to let them benefit by my autho- 
ce rity, my-intereſt, nay my purſe, but as for 
« your frivolous Repay complaiſance, 
« which can be productive ot no ſolid advan» 
tages, let the ay coxcombs of the age 
« practiſe it with all my heart. Why, it was but 


« laſt night, parſon Gobble defired I would 


« accompany him to a card party at a gentle- 


« man's houſe in the neighbourhood, © Where 


„vou ſhall drink exquiſite wine,” ſaid the par- 


ſan—“ Rot your cards!“ ſaid I, © go read the 


66 Evan- 
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& Evangeliſts, or look after your flock—Was 
„I not right, eh? what ſay you, young Flaſh?” 
continued he, fixing his eye on a gentleman of 
acknowledged merit and amiable deportment, 
who ſat oppoſite to him. Thoſe finical at- 
* tentions, and officious nothings, ate my aver- 
« fon; there's no fincerity in them—1t a marr 
« advances an unwarranted fact in my hearing, 
he may depend upon being contradifted— 
4“ his rank is no protection—it is my way, why 
« not? To acquieſce politely, were encourag- 
© ing deception. | tell them wholeſome truths 
© to their faces without-ceremony—ln the lan- 
« guage of Oliver Cromwell, 1 ſay to one, 
80 You are a drunkard; to another, You are 


tt an adulterer; to a third, You are a gambler 
tand a ſwindler. I never palliate, not I!“ 


« What many. dare not boaſt, 
& Ts.whart ] here ca1 do; | 

„% Ambitious fo'ks 1 like te roaſt, + 
« Aud hold up rogues to view . 


Our time being ſpent, we took our leave and 
withdrew, making fuch refleQtions upon the 
abſurdities we had met with as the ſuggeſtions of 
the moment afforded. Civility, ſaid 1 to the 
Captain, may he defined, a ceremonious com- 
pact entered into by men, who are thereby en- 
gaged to reciprocal demonſtrations of friend- 
ſhip, eſteem, and conſideration, Theſe out- 
ward tokens differ according to different degrees 
of civilization, but are allowed to obtain among 
all nations: from the practice being univerſal, 
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. It may reaſonably be preſumed, it has its foun- 
X \ dation in nature, and is conſequently a duty 
ö enjoined by reafon. It is with reſpect to men, 


what external homage is towards the ſupreme | 
zeing, a public teſtimony of our internal feel- | 
ings. The form is in itſelf indifferent: the 
made of ſaluting perſons of various ranks, the | 
1 language in which they are to be addreſſed per- | 
Aonally, and the ſtyle proper to be choſen in | 

T writing to them, have been 1 arbitrary, 
and muſt have been regulated by cuſtom. It is | 
therefore evident that men, by conforming to | 
one or other of the different cuſtoms of expreſ- 
ſing civility, act conformably to ſenſe and rea- 
ſon.— 1 he beſt method, and the leaſt liable to 
ſuſpicion, of expreffing our regard for each 
ot' er, would be a reciprocity of kind offices; 
but opportunities of doing ſueh not occurring | 
at all times, have given riſe to the civilities | 
practiſed by all nations, which are ſuppoſed to 
imply a will to ſerve the perſon who is the ob- 
ject of them. Every people in doing ſo, act 
in a manner ſuitable to its inclinations, and pe- 
culiar to itſelf, Were men pure ſpirits, capable 
of — their thoughts without the 
intervention of ſigns, thoſe ceremonies were 
ſuperfluous — but until we can know each 
other's ſentiments by intuition, they muſt be ac- 
counted neceſſary; and to little purpoſe ſhall - | 


- 
—— — 


the clown-or the cynic declaim againſt civilit , 
branding it with the name of deception, and 
meant. but to diſguiſe real ſentiments. It is 

true, in our intercourſe with the world, we _ 
meet with more who are Civil than — 
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the duties of ſociety ; but even their civility, 
though counterfeit, is a teſtimony they are 
forced to bear to the ſocial virtues, fince affect 
_ ing a virtuous exterior is'acknowledging that 
their hearts ought to be ſtored with virtuous 
_ diſpoſitions, Nor will they who are the rea- 
dieſt to turn civility into ridicule, call it a 
weakneſs to be ſuſceptible 'of friendſhip and- 
benevolence ; what an ' abſurdity muſt it be 
then, to expect that a man would act as if he 
were aſbamed of his entertaining ſentiments ſo 
juſt and ſo indiſpenſible ! <3" 
Such, nevertheleſs, is the character of old 
Van, You may live for ten years in the habit 
of ſeeing him, and, my life for it, during that 
period he does not honour you with a ſalute, or 
an obliging word, 


- 
A —— —— — — 
5 _ * — 


Clination to purchaſe a certain k in 
commonly called by the name of gin, Which 
frequently 1 Place both of food and + 
| raiment. -** 


* 
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"Walk is Highgoio=Dive ig 9 ON 
| Amuſements of Primroſe Hill-—Go to the Spa- 


e ee eee 
HE day being 23 ne, we agreed 
$1 to take a walk as far a8 014 


dinner; where. my friend told me” we Thould 
meet with a good ordinary, and plenty of genteel 
company» In our way, thither, we could not help 


_ noticing the vaſt quantities of field mendicants, 


who would not indeed let us paſs them without 
telling their diſmal ſtories, and imploring our 
kind aſſiſtance to preſerve them from the harp 
attacks of hunger; though my friend obſerved, 
that too many of them had a much Sort in- 

of liquor, 


re are,” ſaid my friend, 4 ſe- 


c veral publie-houſes in St. Giles's, ſupported 
t almoſt entirely by this kind of people, where 
d you may every evenin behold the lame re- 
t ſtoted to the uſe of their limbs, the ſick to | 
4 their health, and the blind to their fight: 1 
« would not, however, be underſtood to mean 
cc that this is the caſe with all the beggars we 
4 ſee, many of them are no doubt in real diſ- 
s treſs; and though it is difficult to diſtinguiſh 
« an object of charity from an impoſtor, we 
'""Y 4 ſhould 
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© ſhould not be deterred from acts of beneve- 
«lence, as the intention, not the effect is 
As 8 to be regarded.“ 

ing arrived at the top of Highgate Hill, 


pve ſtopped a few minutes to admire the beauti- 


ful proſpect that elevated fituation commands 
over the cities of London and Weſtminſter, 
and the Kent and Surry Hills beyond them; 
and then proceeded as it. grew latiſh, and the 
Captain began to find himſelf rather inclined to 
eat, to the intended ordinary; where, when 


we arrived, dinner being juſt brought up, we 


immediately fat down and made a very hearty 
meal. f 

When we had tolerably well appeaſed our 
appetites, we began to ſutvey the company, 
conſiſting of near twenty perſons; among 
which were the landlord and landlady, who we 


. obſerved to beſtow ſeveral-ſour looks on a thin 


well dreſſed man with a fallow. countenance, 
whom they ſeemed to think, and not without 
reaſon, eat a great deal more than he intended 
to pay for. This perſon the Captain acquaint- 
ed me was one of thoſe deſigned in the prints 
by the appellation of a three founder, who uſual- 
ly fweat up the hill on a Sunday in queſt of 
what he has wanted all the week before, and 
muſt again until the ſeptennial return of the 
Sabbath. This perſon, obſerved my friend, is 
a muſician, his name is Signor Diletanti, ſo 
celebrated for his muſical abiſities, and who ra- 
viſhes the ears of the brilliant audiences at the 
Opera-houſe. * He is a native of Italy,“ con- 
tinued my friend, “and was imported here for 

3 4 the 
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© the amuſement the nobility, at -a very 


cc high price. And though he is ſaid to be mate · 
<« rially deficient as a man, is frequently ſeen in 


te company with ladies of rank and fortune; but 
< whether it be on account of his muſical talents, 


c or that he has ſome other method of renderin 
e himſelf agreeable to them, I will not take up- 
© on me to determine.“ n 


My friend now deſired me to take notice of a 


young 1 habbily dreſſed, informing me, 
e 


that he was a Reporter *, and capable of get- 


ting two or three guineas a week, at ſtated 


times of the year, when parliament ſet, but 
that being at preſent out of employ, and not 
having prudence enough to lay by any thing 
when he had it in his power, was obliged to 
depend upon the bounty of a diſtant relation, 
who never advanced a ſingle ſhiling, without 
ſevere but juſt reproofs for his thoughtleſs con- 
duct. * The ſmart youth you ſee him in dif- 
« courſe with,” ſays my friend, “ is office 


< clerk to a perſon of Gray's Inn, and is in a 


« fair way of being redued to the ſame ſitua- 
« tion with his companion, as he frequently 
«© partakes in his follies and extravagance. By 
cc their being both booted, I ſuppoſe they have 
< raiſed money enough between them to hire 
© a couple of horſes for half the day; and are 


4 probably going to take an aſternoon's ride of h 


twenty or thirty miles. Frequent repetitions 


*A Reporter is a perſon employed to take the debates 


of the Houſe of Commons by memory, as no pen or ink are 


allowed in the Lobby, where they ſland. 
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« of this amuſement wilt perhaps ſuggeſt to them 


ce that they may uſe it to advantage; and, 17 
. 


« T wiſh not to be a prophet in this reſpe 
cc there is too much reaſon to think, that a 
& dark evening, and vacant pockets, may ſome 
ce time or other induce them to be guilty of a 
& crime which ſeldom ſuffers it practiſers to 
<< eſcape puniſhment, never ignominy.“ | 
The reſt of the company was chiefly made 
up of reputable tradeſmen, ſome of them with 


their families, and other genteel perſons; who 


frequent the place, as my friend obſerved, for 
the conveniency of being able to take a lon 
walk in that delightful neighbourhood, than 
they could poſſibly do were they to dine in 
town. | 

After drinking our bottle, and ſpending an 
hour in very agreeable converſation on diffe- 
rent ſubjects, we quitted this place, in pur- 
ſuance of our deſign ; and, as we went along, 
could not help remarking on the great utility 
of Sunday ordinaries; where, for the trifling 
charge of one ſhilling each, perſons might be 
' accommodated with a genteel dinner, conſiſt- 
ing of two or three diſhes of very excellent 
proviſions. . 

It was now three o'clock, and not being in- 
clined to ſit,any more till we ſhould want re- 
freſhment, we took a walk to PRINROSͤEZ- 
HILL, a place of very faſhionable reſort of the 
moderate Bourgeeiſcrie, who 2 lead their 
children there to eat their cakes and partake of 
a little country air. * 

Being arrived at this favourite ſpot, 2 
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held a — and odd; there were an 
aſſembly as 


the Captain ſays, that the individuals of no 
people upon earth differ more from each other 
than does John Bull reſident of St, James from 
his brother Tom Bull of Pudding-lane, nor can 
their purſuits be more foreign from each other, 
were they born one in Japan and the other at 
Tipperary. . | 
lere was a brick duſt jockey, with his dul- 
cinea indulging with a bottle of gin, and play- 
ing at a ſort of game upon the graſs which pto- 


miſed much ſlaughter with very little profit; 


widelicet, he was hunting what the comb would 
have much better attenuated, while another in 
Lazarus's garb was ſnoring away the hours to 
make up for the deficiency of fleep when he was 


watching or rather catching for prey in the gar=« 


den. ' 
We had not ſtood here long before my friend 
the Captain perceived an old acquaintance of 


his, a cheeſemonger in Eaſtcheap, who was 


come here with his family for the weekly ſolace 
of the air. After ſome civilities and appointing 
to meet in the evening at the Marlborough in 
Biſhopſgate-ſtreet, my friend proceeded to let 
me into the hiſtory of his acquaintance, as well as 
into that of a neighbour of the cheeſemonger's, 
who wasjult arriveddragging a four-wheel chaife 
behind him with four children in it, while his 
wife followed with his wig fixed upon the point 
of his cane, and his hat placed upon her bonnet, 
in a commodious wm like an old cloaths man 
225 2 | | 


motley as ever met together at a fo- 
reign hotel; for it is obſervable, as my friend 
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of Roſemary-lane, in the ſtreets of London, 
in the way of his vocation. - 

© Tom Cheſhire,” ſays my friend, “ is a 
cc e e who is ſo remarkable in his 
© © patriotic affection for the place of his nati- 
& vity (i. e. London) that although he ſpends 
« ſix days of ſeven in the very centre of it, 
ce the whole of the ſeventh is occupied in view- 
ing it through a teleſcope from ſome of its 

% moſt convenient and contiguous acclivitics. 
<< Cuſtom, from the honey-moon, has eſta- 
ce bliſhed the neceſſity of Tom's wife being on 
< that day with him; and as conjugal gallantry 
c is beneath the Gignity of Tom's nature, the 
«© ſame cuſtom has made it equally neceſſary to 
& have a third upon the party, Hence it is, 
„ that Tom's wife is obliged conſtantly to be 

« on the book out for ſome agreeable young fellow 
« upon whoſe arm ſhe may lean in their up-hi// 
c peregrinations, and with whom ſhe may con- 
<< verſe tete-a-tete, while Tom takes his after 
c dinner nap ; for that alſo has been a cuſtoin 
4 of many years ſtanding, The family friend 
at preſent is a tall, brawny young fellow, of 
Welch extraction, clerk to a brewhouſe in the 
cc js; and a diſtant relation of Mrs. Cheſhire ; 
& and a very ave and uſeful companion. 

1 On this day of their journey to Primroſe- 
« Hill, he had ſomething /ot to communicate 
« to Mrs. Cheſhire ; but an accidental glance 
ec of old ſquare-toes preventing his endeavours, 
< he wrote a note, and preſented it while the 
cc good man was erecting his inſtrument towards 
« St, Paul's, The nature of the billet might ea- 
| a 


— 
— « 
* 


A SUNDAY RAM RLE. 83 


fily de gueſſed at by an accurate obſervation 
of the countenance of Mrs. Cheſhire.” 


The Captain's obſervation was too obvious 


not to be perceived. Mrs. Cheſhire perceiving 
herſelf the objeR of our diſcourſe immediatel 
hid the note in her boſom, and turned herſelf 
from us to conceal a flight bluſh-like tint which 
juſt then came over her countenance, 


« Mr. Zachary Save-all,” continued my friend, | 


is a tallow-chandler, and an almoſt oppoſite 
neighbour to Tom Cheſhire, Their lives 
are nearly as familar and parallel as their ha- 
bitations. Zachary indeed, being ſomewhag 
the elder, has been longer in the accumula- 
tion of wealth and rotundity ; and is there- 
fore, of courſe, the greater man in the ward; 
beſides, Zachary has to boaſt, what is an 


object of infinite importance to a citizen, 


that he has lived thirty years in the ſame 
houſe. | 

© Zachary's week-daysare ſpent ſo very much 
alike his neighbour's that it would be inhu- 
man to ſeparate them on the Sabbath : they 
are therefore frequently ſeen upon the ſame 
party; but, as 1 om's hobby- horſe is per- 
ſ Ave on that day, ſo is Zachary's exer- 
ciſe. For that reaſon Zachary has provided 
a vehicle, ſuch as you obſerve here, in which 


he crams four of his wife's children, and by 


lugging them up the ſide of a forty-five de- 


greed angle, hopes to reduce a corporal mag- - 


nitude which, however great, is rather in- 


„convenient, in the duties of his counter.“ 
Left our readers ſhould think us malicious, 


D 3 we 
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we muſt explain to them the reaſon why we 
ſay the children abovementioned are Zacha- 
ry's wife's; and this we beg leave to do by 

ie following ſtory. _ * ber b 

Zachary being a little inclined to waggery, 
was often liable, after dinner, to waggi/h ideas; 
a certain ſavourite toaſt which he could not give 
direct before his wife, conſtantly ſtarted in his 
imagination; and was ſometimes ready to leap 
from the roof of his mouth and the hinder part 
of his oratorial organ. To remedy the incon- 
venience of reſtraint, Zachary made bold to 
change the name of this tempting toqſt, and now 
drank the CHURCH, and THE CHURCH was the 
ſubject of his firſt glaſs for many years. 

The good woman at length began to ſmoke him, 
and one day, at a full board, took the mortify- 
ing opportunity of letting him down. © 
“ huſband,” fays Mrs. Save-all, © 7 obſerves ne- 
« ver neglects drinking the CHURCH after din- 
« ner; when at the ſame time, I ſwears, to 
«© my aug he has not been ide a 
« neu theſe ten years.“ We muſt ob- 
ſerve the eldeſt of the four children has not 
been above ſix years in the world. 

Having made ſufficient obſervations on the 
characters here, we agreed to go to the Spa- 
niard's, a famous houſe of call upon Sunday in 
this part of the world, and where we concluded 
we might meet with our worthy landlord of the 
Marlborough. It was near four o'clock in the 
afternoon, when we found him ſeated in the 
room in cloſe converſation with a fat man al- 
moſt as bulky as himſelf; but upon our ap- 
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proach the firanger got up, and, paying his 
reckoning, withdrew, making an apology that 
a prior appointment called him hence, when 
our hoſt, after tippling a glaſs of port, gave us 
the following inſtance of aldermanic frugalit 

which he had lately learned from his friend who 
was juſt. withdrawn, and who was clerk to the 


_ magiſtrate in queſtion, who is now chief of the 


city. ' ; . 
FF Before his hiſtory is related it is neceſſary to 
premiſe that they had been talking of the al- 
derman's way of brewing for his family, a 
maxim in oeconomy worthy of being known 
by the whole world. | | 

I could not help refieQing and obſerving to 
my friends that the variation of manners, and 


the mutability of circumſtances, are changes 


frequently remarked, That nations now ad- 
vance,. and now recede, in the gradations of 
political and moral energy, is a point univer- 
fally agreed on; but the annals of the day have 


exhibited a particular perhapgunparalleled. An 
Alderman of London e ng forwards as the 


patron of more than Spartattgemperance ; ad- 
viſing a mode of li auen, for which 


we might in vain look for a compariſon, unleſs. 
we were to inveſtigate the life of Diogenes. 


Cincinnatus and his 14 muſt yield the palm 
to the rigid temperance of Alderinan Le M—— 
Six and thirty gallons of beer from one buſhel 
of malt! That this may be produced, is ſurely 
a fingular aſſertion to hear from the lips of the 
man from . Norman ſmugglers ſprung.” Who 
would have expected the dictates of Roman 

Rs abſte- 
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abſtemiouſneſs, dictates which would not have 
diſhonoured the republic in her pureſt æra, 
from one of the corporation of London! 

And after all, ſaid 1, has the exuberant over- 
flow of our great city-feaſts never corrupted his 
immaculate virtue? or does he confider the 
lower and the middle ranks as mere beaſts of 
burden; neceffitated to receive the hufks and 
offal of the rich as more than what they can 
juſtly claim; as generous beneficence given by 
beings greatly their ſuperiors. 

'« His clerk then, who is juſt gone, is the 
« very reverſe to his maſter's manners,” ſaid 
mine hoſt of the Marlborough, „for, though 
« his eſtate is little better than 200). a year, 
and his falary as much more, he lives as an 
« Alderman ſhould do, while his patron fru- 
« pally exiſts in the fimplicity of a petty clerk 
% of one hundred a year wages, "The ſeverity 
& of the Alderman's cenſures are always ex- 


« cited by every thing the leaſt approaching to 


% drunkenneſs, and though my friend George 
16 H—r—n is ſeldom overcome, as he can 
« himſelf overcome the invincible, yet he has 
« ſometimes attracted the ſtrictures of his go- 
« yernor as he juſt now related to me.” 


He is not the firſt Alderman, I replied, Who 


was ſtingy, for it is a certain and curious fact 
related by tradition, that a diſpoſition ſomewhat 
ſimilar to our worthy magiftrate's, was diſplayed 
by an Alderman ſeverat centuries ago. He 
lived in the reign of our Henry the Fourth, and 
the extravagancies of young Hal and the cele- 


brated Falſtaff exeited the ſeverity of his cenſures 
Heb againſt 
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againſt every thing the leaſt approaching to drun- 
kenneſs. In a conference at a leiſure hour with 
his principal clerk, whom he admitted to-great 
degrees of familiarity, ſome curious remarks 
occurred. The Alderman was ſordidly penu- 
rious, and, to borrow a colloquial. expreſhon 
from a late author, poſſeſſed a mind as narrow 
a5 the neck of a vinegar cruet. His clerk was 
as jovial a boon companion as one would wiſh 
to meet with at two in the morning; a lar 

capacious man, reſembling Falſtaff himſelf in 
everything buthis wit: in his hours of merriment 
he was by ne means nice in chuſing the objects 
of his mirth. © Some fook to laugh at” was 


the height of his. felicity, and in ſuch amuſe- 


ment he would joke, hour after hour, without 
drollery; and laugh, without the leaſt appearance 
of wit. One particular frailty he bad: when 
elevated by the power of Bacchus, he did not 
always confine himſelf within the ſtrict deco- 
rum which good breeding might demand, and 
though by no means remarkable for romantic 


courage, frequently appealed to the law of 
arms br deciton. 


e evening, in a midnight 
ſcene, he engaged with Corporal Nim, and that 
wary combatant, © taking a thruſt, or a blow 


« at his length,” lo the clerk with pu- 
giliſtic honours, With theſe excentric appear- 


- ances, he was the moſt generous, ** the beſt 


« good-natured man, open with liberality 
which might atone for many foibles. To this 
jocoſe man the Alderman one day remarked, 
That knight, that Falſtaff, has more liquor 


« infuſed into one bowl of ſack which he ſwal- 


D 5 lows 
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c los to his own ſhare, than might ſuffice — 


4 moderate men. What wretched extrava 


2 He can hold a great deal to be ſure,” replied the 
- clerk, * but, with ſubmiſſion, fir, I think your 


« eſtimation, that one of his bowls would ſerve 


* fo many men, is rather overſtated,” Na- 
4 ture of itſelf requires but little,” __ the 
| Alderman; & J have heard of men w 


o could 
« well ſubſiſt, nay grow fat, on the whole- 
„ ſome beverage of water: you, I know, are 


„ what they call a ſocial companion, or, in 


« other words, a okay an to the delicious qua- 


4 lities of a running ſpring.” * Thoſe deli- 


“ cious qualities,“ ſaid the clerk, “have cer- 
“ tainly never contributed to fatten me: how- 


% ever, one thing I perceive in the conduct of 


© Falſtaff which greatly afflicts me; he al- 
« ways devotes the Sabbath to drunkenneſs. 
4 That is to me an enormous offence.” I could 
„ forgive him almoſt any thing but that flagrant 
* vice.” „However that may be,” replied the 
Alderman, “ there is another point to which I 
« am more attentive. The pious young mi- 


** niſter whom our gracious Sovereign has ap- 


26 1 N to the great grief, no doubt, of the 
6c 


« propoſed a tax which will lead to a ſyſtem of 


regulations almoſt totally ſubverſive of drun- 
„„ kenneſs. The votaries of it are ſorely en- 
« raged, and utter a thouſand wild exclama- 


« tions. Amonk the reſt, the knight is not 


„e inactive; and, as vice is too often ſucceſsfol, 


% may perhaps defeat the noble ſcheme,” © If 
J am not miſtaken,” replied the clerk, & the 
8 wiſdom 


night and his pupil, the juvenile Hal, has 


* 
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terms, he has only preferred the ſynthetic to 


« the analytic mode of procedure, Inſtead of J 


*« djreCting his attention to the firſt links of 


the ſocial chain, he. has caſt his view to the 


„ lJaſt. Every part of ſociety muſt bear its 


* ſhare of the common burden. He will come 


« in time to be rich,” 


' Thisftory exaQtly related as L once heard from . 


the celebrated Dr. Johnſon, ſhews a very cu- 
rious coincidence of ſentiments. Though I 


with for convivial reformation may perhaps ap- 
pear by no means ſurpriſing in an Alderman of 


the remote period I have been ſpeaking of, as 
in one of the preſent corporation of London! 


pe had called for another bottle and wert pre- 


paring to enjoy it, when we were interrupted in 
our expectation by the intruſion of an eternal 
talker, a neighbour and well known bor to the 
Captain, the landlord and myſelf. | a 
This was a paradoxical argumentative little 
man in half boots, who took cate to inform the 
company prefent with much importance that he 
was'a printer in the city, and lived at the little 
a in Biſhopſgare-ftreet; ESTES 
Although he was a ſtranger to moſt of the 
company preſent, he took upon him to entertain 


them with a tedious ſtring of tories of no ſort of 


importance to any foul preſent, and all tending 


to diſplay his own conſequence, whims and in- 


dependency. Such converſation was ill calculated 
for the company Pon, the majority * 
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* wiſdom of your miniſter has attacked the 
« poor inſtead of the rich.“ And what 

« then,” fajd the Alderman, **to uſe logical 
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had I dare ſay had been the founders of their 


own fortunes, and I ſhould doubt if there was 


any quarter of the globe acceſſible to commerce, 


which had not been reſorted to by ſome one or 


other then ſitting in the room. This uninte- 


reſting Egotiſt was therefore the more unpar- 
donable, as he ſhut out every topic of curious 
and amuſing information, which could no 
7 — meet a happier opportunity for diſcuſ- 
on. | 

He was endured for a conſiderable time with 
that patience which is natural to men of good 
manners and experience in the world: this en- 
Deng er only rendered him more inſup- 
portable ; when at laſt an elderly gentleman 
ſeized the opportunity of a ſhort pauſe in his 
diſcourſe to addreſs the following reproof to- 
this eternal talker, _ | 
We have liſtened to you, fir, a long time 
„ with attention, and it does not appear that 
« any body preſent isdiſpoſed to queſtion either 
« your ſuperiority or the comforts that are an- 
e nexed to your fituation; we rejoice that you 
« poſſeſs wit in fo full a degree, and we wiſh 
« every /anded gentleman in the kingdom was in 
« the ſame happy predicament with yourſelf ; 
% but we are traders,fir, and are beholden to our 
« induſtry and fair-dealing for what you inhe- 


« rit from your anceſtors and yourlelf never 


« toiled for; might it not be altogether as 
« amuſing to you to be told of our adventures 
« in foreign climes and countries; of our dan- 
« gers, difficulties and eſcapes; our remarks 
upon the manners and cuſtoms of other na- 
| | 1 & tions 
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« tions, as to encloſe the whole converſation 
4 within the hedge of your own eſtate, and 
„ ſhut up intelligence, wide as the world it- 
« ſelf, within the narrow limits of your pariſh 
4 pound ? Believe me, fir, we are glad to heap 
« you, and we reſpect your order in the tate, 
A but we are willing to hear each other alſo in 
* our turns; for let me obſerve to you in the 
<« ſtyle of the Compting-honſe, that conver- 


& ſation like trade abhors a monopoly, and that 


a man can derive no benefit from ſociety, 
« unlefs he hears others talk as well as hiat- 
« ſelf,” tis #2 xl Teanght ; 

This wholeſome rebuke fomewhar abated the 
loquacity of this typo, and during the pauſe 
we withdrew, promiſing to meet our hoſt at 
his houſe in the city in the evenings As we 
came away, I could not help repeating to the 
Captain the four ſollowing lines of Gay: 


9 106 


| J 

A man of wiſdom may diſguiſe 6 
His ſeuſe, and never ſcem too wiſe, | 
Nut take it for a conſtant rule, Nn 
There's no concealing of u fol. & 

it act 

; * 
 - CHAR 
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CHAP. VL. 


De iption of White Condvit Houſe—Chorgfters 
2 Wo, there—Vi/it again Bagnigge Wells —Girls 
| 1 Coach and go to Kenſington 


Five & Clock int the Afternoon. 


| | * our way to! ton, that noted plan forthe 


conſamption of cakes and ale, we paſſedby Hol- 


way, remarkable for the weekly ſale of cheeſe- 


cakes ; notwithſtanding which, as my friend ins» 
formed me, they by no means equal in goodneſs 
thofe made by the Paſtry Cooks in town, At 
this place once lived Mr. J. Lacki the ſoi 
diſant, cheapeſt Book-ſeller of the world; but 
being removed to Merton, we could not call 
upon him as we ſhould have done had he ſtill 
reſided here, where we ſhould have been hearti- 
ly welcome to a glaſsof wine for old acquaintance 
ake. In going along, my friend pointed out 
a path leading up a ſteep hill, which he ſaid was 
the road to Hornſey Wood ; adjoining to which, 
he obſerved, there was a tolerable decent tea- 
houſe, pretty much frequented by the gentecler 
ſort of people; but as it was too far for us con- 
veniently, he adviſed that we ſhould decline vi- 
ſiting it, as we muſt make but a moderate ſtay 
at Iflington if we intended to viſit the Surry fide 
of the water, which we muſt do in * K to 


complete our day's taſk, Accordingly we paſſed 
on 
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on to White Conduit Houſe, with a deſign of 


noticing the ſeveral characters that reſort to 


that mart of univerſal obſervation. |; : 

This houſe commanding 'a very extenſive 
proſpect, ſituated on a riſing ground, oppolite 
a conduit, from whence it takes its name. The 


| proſpe& is very extenſive, c anding a moſt - 


agreeable view of the metropolis, and the ſur- 
rounding country. The garden is. formed into 


. ſeveral pleaſing walks, prettily diſpoſed : at the 


end of the principal one, is a painting, which 

ſerves to render it much longer in appearance 
than it really is; and in the middle of the gar- 

| den is a ſmall fiſh-pond, encompaſſed with a 
-- great number of very genteel boxes for com- 
pany, curioufly cut into the hedges, and adorns 
hc ed with a variety of Flemiſh and other paint- 
ings. There are likewife two handſome tea- 

rooms, one over the other ; as well as ſeveral 

ſmaller ones in the'dwelling-houſe ;-but as-we 

were rather too early for the company, they 
contained no characters worthy of/ notice; and 
therefore, having entered this place by. the 
coach road leading from Iſlington, we quitted 

it almoſt immediately by the front gate which 

only admits of foot paſſengers. -» 1 | $4 

From hence we proceeded to the place of 
public worſhip, once called the Pantheon, in 

the Spa Fields, but now in the occupation of 
the late Counteſs of Huntington's diſciples. 

This is a large round bu l i 1g, that once had 

the ſtatute of Fame on the top. 

The infide conſiſts of two galleries reaching 

entirely round the whole, for the congregation 
to 


nr 
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do ſit in, and a proportionate number af ſeats at 


the bottom. In the middle is the pulpit, which 
has a novel appearance in this place. Not- 
withſtanding the ſpaciouſneſs of this place, and 
e e number of people it appeared to 
be capable of containing, my friend aſſured me 
he had frequently been there when there was 
hardly a place to fit down in. And indeed the 
rotunda was at this time ſo crowded, that the 
noiſe of the people's feet, coming in with the 
ſhape of the building, rendered it no bad ſimi- 
litude to what it was compared by a countryman 
preſent; who, ſtaring with-great ſoeming aſto-— 
niſhment at the multitude of people in the ſpa» 
eious galleries, declared it was the largeſt bee- 
Hive he had ever beheld. To which an arch 
wag, who was pleaſed with the compariſony 
inſtantly rephed—*© Ay, friend, ſo it is; and 
though it contains little elſe but drones, you 
« will find, if you truſt them too far, that 
c many of them are not without inge 
Service not being began, we again croſſed 
the fields near Sadler's Wells, and paſſed by the 
onee famous Iſlington Spa. This, my friend 
in formed me, was once eſteemed one of the 
genteeleſt tea-gardens about the metropolis, 
and was ſtiil more eminent for a remarkable 
fine mineral; but at the time of our perambula- 
tion, it was not open for the public; the late 
proprietor's leaſe being out, (as we were given 
to. underſtand) and the whole going to be 
turned to a very different purpoſe. . 
. "Being arrived once more at White Conduit 
Houſe, and having ſufficiently noticed the place, 
we 


- 
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we began to obſerve the company conſiſting of 
ſome hundreds of people of both ſexes ; the 


greater part of which, notwithſtanding their 
gay appearance, were evidently - neither more 
nor leſs, than journeymen taylors, hair-dreflers; 
and other ſuch gentee! people, attended by their 
proper companions; milliners, mantua · makers, 
and ſeryant-maids. The concourſe . was ve 

thick, and ſcarce a-place was to'be found to 

down. Here and there you might notice a ſo- 


ber dame and her ſpouſe, with a row of chil- 


dren regaling upon eight - penny worth of tea 


and rolls. I could not help obſerying to the 


Captain, that, ſuch places were mighty conve- 


nient for affignations and agreements for ſoft 


engagements ;—** yes, yes, replied my friend, 
„and if you with for à ſweetheart you ͤ may 
«6. yet one here for a crown piece, or perhaps 
« for lefs.” He had not dropped the laſt word 


one minute, when he was accoſted by a beauti- 


ful young woman; but by her ain and dreſs, 
evidently: of the frail ſiſterhood. After: fome 
civilities and mutual congratulations, we all three 
ſat down to tea together, which by the bye was 
a refreſhment we ſomewhat wanted by this. 
Bella, for that was the name of this fair daugh« 


ter of delight, was very chatty the whole time, 


and now and then I could perceive her give 
ſome ſignificant glances to ſeveral young ſparks, 


(1 ſuppoſe her admirers) as they went paſt our 


X. 1 

As we had but little time to ſpend this way, 
we adjourned, but not before Bella had given 
each of us a card of 3—— 
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* 
her habitation, whither we promiſed to mee 
the firſt opportunity. | 
“ Iſabella,“ | ſaid my friend, the Captain, 
« was the only child of a merchant, of unble- 
% miſhed character, who was thought to be 
« poſſeſſed of an affluent fortune; he married 
in the early part of his life, a young woman 
© of the loweſt rank, who had not any thing 
e to recommend her to his notice, hut a conſi- 
« derable ſhare of beauty ; which, however, 
6 er her ſo great an afcendancy over her 
% huſband's affections, that ſhe had only to 
% hint her wiſhes, to have them gratified to 
© the fulleſt extent, Her favourite paſſion was 
« dreſs, to the indulgence of which ſhe ſet no 
** bounds, and its frequent attendants, coquetry 
« and diff6pation, ſoon appeared in her con- 
duct, by 2 total diſregard of her buſband, 
4% daughter, and family. Ifabella, indeed, at 
« five old, the placed at a- celebrated 
% boarding ſchook near town, where ſhe was 
6 initiated in all the polite accompliſhments of 
« the beau monde; in which ſhe made a out 
« and ſpeedy progreſs. But alas, the moſt ne- 
, ceſſary and valuable acquifition was entirely 
„ neglected, I mean the advantage of being 
„ thoroughly grounded in her 1 prin- 
« ciples, without which (however ſingular the 
„ opinion may appear in the eyes of the fa- 
“ ſhionable world) it is impoſſible to make an 
& amiable figure in life. 
„ She left ſchool at ſixteen, and being un- 
« happy in a mother, vain and conceited - as 
6 berkelf, ſhe launched into life, a fipiſhed 
2 «6c coquet, 
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coquet, being extremely handfome, and re- 

e puted a great fortune. She was followed by 
« a train of admirers, from amongſt whom, 
* ſhe no doubt, might have made a fortunate 
choice; but the fondpartiality of her parents, 
induced them to imagine their daughter was 
% qualified to ſhine in a more exalted ſphere 
* than any that had hitherto offered; while 
© they were indulging themfelves with the 
© fond hopes of her clevation in the. world, 
„ ſhe eloped with one of her father's footmen z 
„they were immediately purfued and over» 
„ taken, time enough to prevent the indiſſolu- 
*« ble knot : but * of that kind eannot be 


« a ſecret, the levity of her conduct was * | 


« lickly known, her lovers left her, an 
« hopes of an advantageous marriage vaniſhed, 


She therefore remained ſingle till her father's . 


death, who left her a very ſmall fortune, in 


% comparifon of what the world - imagined, 


* but which report had magnified enough to 
« procure her the addreſſes of a — officer, 
« whom ſhe married, and who afterwards 
6 treated her very harſhly, when he found 


«© himſelf diſappointed in his avaricious views. 


After having lived with him a few years, in 
« a ſeries of diſquietudes, ſhe contracted 'a 


habit of drinking, which in time grew upon 


& her, and led her in a great meaſure to her 

* preſent ſituation. | | | 
„ Why ſhe goes abroad, continued the Cap- 

tain, © is ſurprizing—having à pretty good in- 


& come left her by an old flagelant, whom the . 


5 literally fl qut of the world, and will 


- 


% probably 


- 
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« probably more, as ſhe is very expert in that 
« art, for ſhe never leaves off till her patient 
(for patient he mnſt be in my opinion) is 
„ completely gratified ; it is ſaid ſhe has been 
« the making of a chandler's ſhop near at hand, 
« where ſhe purchaſes her bixch brooms, Her 
« preſent connection ſeems to be with a certain 

Limb of the Law, whaſe purſe ſhe can com- 
« mand; ſhe loſt a very good friend in a Mon- 
© ſieur. Mifs Ifabella I homſ—n is a remark- 
% able genteel perfon ; her eyes, which are a 
fine blue, are wonderfully piercing and ex- 
« preſsive—and time is juſt advancing her into 
« the 2 th year; ſhe is ever lively, merry, and 
% chearful :—if you pay her one viſit you will 
4% not forget to pay her a fecond, eſpecially if 
« you give her a King George in gold,” 

Juſt as we were going into the tea-room, we 
met with an old acquaintance to both of us, and 
a conſtant reſorter to the Three Cranes, 
| Queen-ſtreet, perhaps one of the greateſt oddi- 
ties in town. As ſuch men as Dick Spectacle is 
not often met with, I ſhall entertain the reader 
with a few traits of his character. — Dick is re- 
tired from buſineſs with an eafy fortune, which 
he partly made by trade, and partly by two very 
advantageous marriages. During the time of 
his being a ſhopkeeper, he was remarkably par- 
fmonious, ſcarcely allowing himſelf neceſſaries, 
much leſs the conveniencies of life ; and though 
both his wives brought him very handſome 
fortunes, he would not ſufter them to make an 
appearance, in point of dreſs, beyond the line 
of a houſemaid. 

Being 
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_ » Being in poſſeſſion of about twenty thouſand 


pounds, and having met with a few loſſes in 


trade latterly, which gave bim a diſguſt to his 
counter, he commenced gentleman, took 4 


genteel houſe in one of the ſtreets contiguous 
to Temple Bar, hired a ſervant in livery, per- 
mitted his wife to wear a watch, and ſome of 
her beſt clothes, though they were rather old 
faſhioned. As to himſelf, he turned buck, and 
dreſſed a la d, from top to toe; but being 
accuſtomed all his life to live ia a kitchen, he 
could not get-rid of his partiality for the cata- 
combs, and though his parlour and farſt floor 
were . N furniſhed he never entered them; 
the window ſhutters wereaccordingly conſtantly 


ſhut, and he ſmoaked his pipe by the kitchen fire 


fide, which he ſaid was the meſt comfortable 
art.of the houſe, as he could have his ſteak 
t and hot, and dreſs it himſelf. f 
But theſe are the leaſt Gngular traits in his 
character. Dick is very fond of riding, and 
he frequently takes a hackney coach for the day ; 
but conſidering it unwholeſome to be confined 
within ſide of the vehicle, he conſtantly mounts 
the top, in which ſtation he may be frequently 
ſeen in the environs of the metropolis with a 


pipe in his mouth; which, indeed, it is ſeldom 
- diſengaged from, except it be to adminiſter a 


large quid of tobacco, that always ſupplies its 
lace, 

A Dick ſome time ſince purchaſed a'very good 

hunter, and propoſed, as he ſaid, taking to the 

ſport ; but not having croſſed a horſe for ſeveral 

years, he is fearful to be thrown ; and reading 

the frequent accidents that happen by riding 


vicious 
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vicious or unruly horſes, he is reſolved to ſleep 
in whole bones; and his hunter has never yet 
been mounted, except by his ſervant to give 
him an airing. 3 3 
Dick, who conſtantly reads the faſhionable 
rints with great pleaſure, conceived the idea 
rom the numbet of perſons upon the ton who 
appear in that department, that he had not yet 
attained the ſummit of gentility, and reſolved 
at all events to be in the faſhion. He accord- 
ingly ſoon made an engagement with an impure 
at the weſt end of the town, furniſhed- her a 
| Pw lodging, and allowed her a handſome 
ipend ; but ſtrange to tell, he has never yet 
- kiſſed her lips—yet calls upon her for a little 
chat; and though he frequently meets there an 
| attorney's clerk whom his Dulcinea ſupports 
out of Dick's allowance, he winks at the con- 
nection, relying entirely upon the chaſtity of 
his Thais, who has never yet thrown out a 
looſe idea, much leſs an indelicate wh in his 
company. TY 

Dick is always to be ſeen with ſpectacles, 

which ſapient appendages he has aſſumed theſe 
© ſeven years, to ſuch a degree, that Dick does 
every thing in them. 

As we were coming through the gardens to 
come away, we were ſtopped by a hubbub 
kicked up by ſome 3 ones to divert their 
miſtreſſes who were buſily engaged in the 
wordy conteſt, and aggravating their flaſh men 
to go the greateſt length, This duſt was raiſed, 
as we underſtand, in defence of the unblemi/hed 

' character of one of the girls who had been 
called approbriouſly by another frail ſiſter, for 
CITY I even 
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eren envy carps in thoſe ſcenes of life, as well 


* 


as in any other. a ; 


«That girl,” mid che Captain, © which 


„ you ſee fo buſy agitating the fray, is lately ar- 
* — froin — Sb the — 
e ter of a wealthy farmer near Perſhore, in 
<< the aforeſaid county; ſhe has been on the 
< town about nine months, and her age I gueſs 
c to be about ſeventeen; ſhe paſſes for a maid; 
«© ſhe is extremely modeſt, but a very 
e able companion; her complexion is fair, her 
% hair likewiſe, fine ſparkling blue eyes, and 
c her teeth are remarkable even and white; 
* ſhe dreſſes very plain, much imitating the 
„Quaker; as you ſee ſhe is rather tall in ta» 
« ture, and elegant in figure; ſuch an engage» 
<< ing piece of goods one would be inclined to 
« think would rife ſuperior in price to a brace 
« of yellow boys; but this Lady does not co- 
<< vet money, neither does ſhe expect any r 
% gallants who may pay a thouſand pounds for 
5 frolick or two; price ſhe truſts to her 
< yiſiters? generoſity.” | 

As we withdrew towards Bagnigge Wells, I 
could not help reflecting upon the 
proneneſs to ſcandal, even without provocation 
in both ſexes. 1 would not, ſaid I to the Cap» 
tain, be ſuppoſed to exclude my own ſex from 


that bias ſo natural to weak minds. I would 


have this obſervation to he underſtood in its 
full latitude, for I am far from 1 
defamation is the vice of one ſex only. 

is neither rank, ſituation, nor ſex where it may 


not be found, unleſs among men and women of 


ſuperior 
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ſuperior ſenſe and ſuperior honour. Tea has 
| wy its ſhare of blame as promoting ſcandal, but 
what reaſon I know not; there is certainly 


nothing in the nature of that much famed In- 


dian weed productive of ſcandal, any more 


than wine or other beverages, unleſs it be aſſert- 


ed that ** as almoſt every perſon in the king- 


<« dom drinks tea, therefore almoſt every per- 


ce fon talks ſcandal ;” a poſition that is falſe in 
every reſpect. However this may be, it is not 


* ſineſs to defend tea in this place. 
aving, in a former chapter, deſcribed the 


Wells, we ſhall not here enlarge upon the 


beauties of the place. We entered this garden 


juſt in the height of the tea-drinking ; for it is 
- obſervable that the company fit later here than 


at the former place—ſo that when the firſt be- 

gins to thin, this but grows full ; and as the 

ens are more extenſive, and the company 

es more numerous. 5 

Being rather fatigued with walking, the 
Captain propoſed to ſit down to a bowl of negus, 
which he aſſerted was very good in this place; 
and as it would refreſh us preparatory to our 

future excurſion, I conſented to the propoſal. 
We had ſcarcely ſat down, before I was ac- 
coſted by the noted Bob Short, the author 
of many Hort trifles, moſtly uſeful for young 
folks or country families. He was come here 
upon his Sunday Reforming Scheme : or an 
impraQticable attempt at making mankind what 
they ſhould be. Bob, with all the enthuſiaſm of 
a phylanthropiſt, poſſeſſes all the meanneſs of a 
penurious diſpoſition ; he has a fortune nt 
b might 


1 


* 


his Quixotte ſcheme to reform 


. But it muſt not be forgot Bob is 


— 


| might dilate the ſoul of a leſs contradted ge- 


nie, but his hobby is pilfering from obſcene 
authors ſuch 9 as ſuit his views and - 
preſent purpoſe, with theſe notes and ſelec- 


 tiens he has often the addreſs to peefinade forme 


bookſeller to hazard paper and print ; for not 


urniſhed 
and condeſcends to live in the garret of it, and 
beſides he is the humble porter and errant - man 
to all his ; for he prudently thinks half 


a doit will Bob advance, 2 his own 
ſchemes; Bob lets out his houſe r y ff 


_ acrown earned this way will go as far as one gc- 
quired in the more honourable employ. of the 
bookſellers. "09 


wrapper of che Wonderful ine evince, 


where he has fported himſelf with two fiddles 


in his hand, and offers himſelf to imitate a 

whole concert therewith, as well as to mimic 

the notes of all the birds no creation, 

_ Bob is a widower, and = of. 
| | W—res is 

well acquainted with the moſt noted high- met · 


led racers of Harris's Li, Bob was very en- 


tertaiaing and let us into the hiſtory of ſeveral 
fair traders who were preſent ; but as Bob in- 


tends ſoon to publiſh his progreſs in his reform - 


ing ſcheme, which, by the bye, he has not the 
merit of being original in, for mad-brained 


ohn Dunton projected the ſame near” fixty 
— ago, and found it, as I fear our little friend | 


will do, .a hopeleſs taſk, 1 
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To write, or not to write? that is the queſtion ; 
Whether® tis better to forſwear this pen, 
And bear the craviogs of ovtrageous hunger, 

Or cating trotters, Willing agid riff, 
To be a printer's fag ? to write—to faſt: 
To faſt ;<-perthance to ſtarte - ay, there's the rub, 


Baut the reader will ſay, how can a man ſtarve. 
' withgool a year —1 anſwer, old Elwes ſtarved 
with hard eggs in his pocket, poſſeſſed of twen- 
ty times more per annum. . 
Bob was lately at Margate, where, in com- 
pany with ſome ladies, to ſhew his talent at. 
poetry, he preſented them with the following 


Iines. ' 


„Ladies the lace you fee upon that card 

„Is mei f y finc ! ma am, —fourteen pence a yard 
« This; cambrick, ma am, is delicately fine ; 

* And this long lawn—believe me 'tis divine !” 


The ladies of eaſy virtue who conſtantly at- 
tend this place are too numerous to be all no- 
ticed in this place, however, as the Captain 
knew moſt of them, and. Bob gave us many 
anecdotes of ſuch new faces as the other did not 
know, we paſſed our time _— agreeably, 
« That modeſt, looking young lady there,” 
Bob informed us, * lives in Clare-Market. 
« She is the daughter of a country Squire in 
« the weſt of England, her father beſtowed on, 
« her a very genteel education; and having an 
*« uncommon degree of ſoftneſs and delicacy 
« in her features and perſon, with every ne- 
« ceſſary external accompliſhment of her ſex, 


14 the attracted the attention and eſteem of all 
3 cc who 


* — — — 
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< who knew her, and the tenor of her conduct, 
being regulated by the ſtricteſt decorum, en- 
„ ſured her reſpect; the lived with her 


te father till the arrived at the age of ſeventeen, 


ho inſtructed her in muſic, and was ve 


ct anxious that ſhe ſhould be a thorough miſt 
cc of her harpſichord; muſic however did not 


< ſuit her taſte; ſlice made Her complaints to 2 


ec neighbouring gentleman; reprefented her fa- 
„ ther's/anxiety for her improvement, as over- 
« bearing and tyrannical, he gave her to under - 


4 ſtand; that he had it in his power to free her 
“ from a continvance'of the ſame treatment by 
accepting of his protection; ſhe accepted his 


c offer, and ſet off poſt with the gentleman in 
ce the middle of the night to London. They 


„ lived together ſome time, but he has lately 


« left he, pennyleſs as it were, as many have 


* ſerved a poor credulous' girl before, and ſhe 
 « is now at market for the fale of what modeſty 
3 * 1 to bluſh at, and at which morals re- 


6 co | 
Tie fd of ee meil, ind WW 


That honour is a woman's life: 
 « Unhappy ſex ! who only claim 
A being in the breath of fame, 
« Which tainted, not the quick ning gales 
„That ſweep along Arabia's vales, 
Nor all the healing ſweets reſtore 
That breath along Saba s ſhore. 
« The tray ter, if he chance to ſtray, 
« May turn uncenſur d to his way; , 
« Polluted ſtreams again are pore, | 
Aud deepeſt wounds admit a cure; 3 
« But woman ! no redemption knows, 


„The wounds of honour never cloſe.” Moors, 
E 2 Where 


"_ 
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re pleaſure is made a buſineſs, one would 


© > 


Where 
hope the practitioner would have thoroughly 
ſtudied both the text and margin of all the re- 

rters in Cupid's court; on the. contary, how 
lem are there who are acquainted, even par- 
tially, with the practice! There are, however, 
judges, who. admire a vulgarity of expreſſion, 
and a coarſcneſs of manners, which they ac- 
count a kind of ruſtic nature, which they pre- 
fer to the poliſh of education, or the attractions 
of bienſeance. Of this claſs of judges was the 
late lord H. with whom the 2 the 
converſation of this adept in the Elyſian myſ- 
teries, would be his principal attraction ; had 
his lordſhip ſeen. and heard the diſcourſe we 
were obliged to hear in one of the boxes, no 
doubt but he would have engaged one of the 
heroines for a party at his hunting box in the 
county of N Ie, where it is very probable 
that ſhe would have tonched him for ſomething 


handſome, as his price was. proportioned to the 


want of elegance in his nymphs, and his appre- 
tiation fixed by the ſtandard of vulgarity ! 

Tired of the ſcenes of diffipation to which 
we had been witneſſes, we agreed to retire and 
purſue our route to Kenſington, where we pro- 
poſed to fpend an hour in the elegant ſhades of 
the favourite retirement of his late majeſty 
George II. 2 

Accordingly, having called a coach and ſeated 
ourſelves in it, I could not help repeating to 
the Captain the following beautiful lines of 
Moore, out of his FABLzs for the Lapis. 


But 
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Hout mould the pk of viſtal e | 
© * In fone unguarded our np ee... 

. 1» Or ſhould the nighrly thief invade - + . 
| Heſperia's chaſte and ſacred * 

Of all che blooming ſpoil polſeſs'd, 

The dragon Honour charm'd tb reſt, 
— — 

o more with virgin ſpler 2 * 

No more the ravag d garden blow 77 
With ppring's ſucceeding bloſſoms No. . 
73 may mourn bur not eftore, | GUY IBF 

By a Wane ro hom __—. g 

o4 And a 


woman falls to riſe no more. 
Nr % A 013-1 
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mile zne ally Hh huũ hits, Steal A ated 
Viſt to Kenſington-Gardens deſtribed—Ol ſervation. 
en the' C mpany preſent — Striftures upon the 
n faſhion of the Day—Curious Dialogue, S. 


to: >: ee Hs hoes, ' 
our way thither we Mc Meet have 
' omitted calling at Canonbury- Houſe, a place 
decent retreat for tea and ſober treatment, 
nearer town, but, as our time grew ſhort, and 
it would have been too late for us to haze mer 
with any thing remarkable there, our readers 
muſt not lament the omiffion, but may go'there 
themſelves and make their own'obſervations, 
This place was the principal reſidence of 
GEoRGE the Second, and indeed worthy the 
habitation of that revered monarch. The gar- 
— E 3 . den 
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den is the moſt agreeable I ever beheld ; (thoſe 
of Kew and Richmond, and Stow in Bucking- 
hamſhire, only excepted). It is, however, 
like them, very extenfive; and contains a vaſt 
number of the molt heantiful walks the ſtrongeſt 
imagination can conceive. S0 great, too, is 
the variety of charming ſcenes in this delight- 
ful place, that every perfon, in every humour, 
may be accommodated. to his wiſh. Does the 
moraliſi wiſh to indulge his meditations in pri- 
vate—he may plunge into the receſſes of a thick 
grove, and enjo 11 own reflections; undi- 
urbed, but by the plaintive notes of the black- 
bird, or the more meledious voice of the ſweet- 
warbling thruſh—Burns the beau to appear in a 
crowd of gaiety and elegance—he may viſit the 
enchantin walks behin the Palace and Green- 
houſe ; where he will find thoſe who equal him 
in dreſs, if they do not exceed him in wanrry 
and affrdation—or ſeeks the rejected lower to for- 
et the frowns of a capricious miſtreſ let him 
_ Join the giddy crowd with the beau ; and, from 
the levity of the females he will there behold, 
- learn to deſpiſe the artful part of the ſex, and 
ceaſe to love where it is in vain to expect a re- 
turn.— But, ſhould the more ſucceſsful one wi ſh 
to breathe the ardour of his conſtant paſſion to 
an uncoquettiſh fair—let him frequently quit 
the crowd, and in the leſs frequented walks. 
melt her fond ſoul with ſofteſt tales of love. 
In a word, the thoughtfal, the giddy, the me- 
lancholy, and the gay, may all find places here 
to ſuit their reſpeCtive diſpoſitions. ; 
A number of beautiful alcoves are diſperſed 
| over 
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over the garden, generally ſo contriyed, as to 
command an agreeable proſpect through the 
moſt delightful viſtos ; ſerving at once to repoſe 
the limbs and charm the eyes of the weary vi- 
ſitants. For the better regulating the company, 
ſervants are placed at the different entrances, 
to prevent perſons meanly clad from going into 
the garden. But, notwithſtanding the great care 
that is taken to preſerve decency and decorum 
in this place, there is a generally complained of 


nuifance prevails, the removal of which ſeems - 


not to be attempted ; and that is, the unpar- 
donable folly of ſcribbling obſcene verſes on 
the glaſs of the green.houle, &e. to the great 
offence of all thoſe who are not loſt to all ſenſe 


of ſhaine, And 1 cannot but remark, that 


though this practice is too well known, many 
apparently virtuous females were poring over 
the lines ; who, I muſt be x roky =, e cnopgh to 
ſuppoſe, were not capable of reading them ; for 
they could not, if they comprehended their 
meaning, have peruſed them without bluſhing. 
I —_ | 

country women to inform them of their error; 


and likewiſe let them know, (what ſome of them 
have probably found by experience) that as well 


as the laughter ſuch imprudent conduct creates 
among the other ſex, they may frequently meet 
with hieroglyphicks, ſufficiently reſembling 
nature to explain their intended meaning, with- 
out the leaſt necefht 1 the ſpectators being 

able to name even the different Rtters of the 
alphabet. : 


After walking about the garden. for upwards 
* . W far n 


however, adviſe my more literate 


/ 
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of an hour, in order to behold the principal 


beauties of the place, and finding ourſelves 22 


ſomewhat fatigued, we choſe a ſeat which hap- 
pened to be vacant near the Kenfington gate, 
| Where we could perceive every perſon that en- 
tered by that way. We had not been long 
ſeated, when a gentleman placed himſelf by us, 
and began to converſe with the greateſt "rk 
liarity. Perceiving, by his appearance and be- 
haviour, that he was a man of rank and fortune, 
we eſleemed ourſelves not a little happy in hav- 
ing choſe this feat to reſt on; particularly, as 
he entertained us with an account of ſeveral of 

the nubility, as they entcied the garden, the 
true characters of whom he es to be, per- 
fealy acquainted” with. Amy thoſe he de- 
ſcrihed, were the Duke of Gr-ft-n and L—4 
H—y, whoſe vices were pretty well-known to 
the public, without being enumerated here; it 
is ſufficient to ſay, that they were ?ccompanied 
by Miſs P. and the famous Mrs. W. both 
well known in the theatrical world. When we 
had diſeourſed ſome time, he very politely took 
his leave ; and as we followed after alinoſt im- 
mediately, were not a little ſurpriſed to find, by 
the heraldry of the chariot be ſtepped into, that 
we had been converſing with no leſs a perſon 
than the Earl of Surry, who had, in the courſe 
of our converſation, artfully contrived to gain 
his own public character from the mouth of my 
ſenſihle companion the Captain. Happily, it 
was 1 given by my impartial friend, that 
it muſt perfectly ſatisfy that great man of the 
reAitude of his Conduct, and convince him oor 
= 3 is 
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his virtues are proper eſicemed b the Jud 
i . 5 


Te 5 longing country's darli and defire,. 
f as by illar, and their guardi ling aa | 
Their ſecond pile whole extended waed * l 


Whoſe dawring day, in every diſtant 
Has exercis d the — red prophet s rage; « cnc 
The people s pray „, the glad deviner's theme, 
The young men's 3 the old men's dream. . 
faviour, thee the hation's.yows confeſs ; 
| Aly never. e wich ſeeing ned. | Daypes, 


” as — # n 2 


A . 10 e nat help — 


marki to the Captain, the diſagreeable effects 
produced by ſome of the — faſhions of 
the day, — which laſting 2 diſſeminated 
throughout the emolument of 
milliners, but to unhappineſs of many of 
his majeſty's liege ſubjects, who ſuffer diſap- 
pointments thereby; for animadverſion one in 
particular, which has had a long conſi 
dering the rapid ſueceſſion of modes ſtarting up 
among us, and ſtill continues unexploded, not- 
withſtanding the neceſſity thete appears for a 
reform. I had waited patiently for ſome months 
without diſcavering my ſecret wiſhes for its re- 
moval, in the fulleſt confidence that the fickle - 
neſs of our faſhion · mongets would do the buſi- 
neſs, but gueſs my diſappointment when 1h I found 
they were as tenacious of it as ever! The A 
ſeaſon now ſetting in will doubtleſs he made a 


pretext for e it, till it has done more 


miſchief. 
eee e ie the, cuſtom of wearing 


. E 5 deoß 


| Divides the ft ge, and thews the promis d — nd | 
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deep Veils, an appendage highly prejudicial to 
many of the liege ſubje@ts'of this realm. Se 


veral to my knowledge have already complained 


of its effects, after having fallen victims to its 
deception—l muſt do the ladies the juſtice to 
fay that ſome of them, and thoſe the hand- 
ſomeſt, are genereus enough to pin up their 
curtains, while the ill-favoured of the fex wear 
them pendent, and, as it were from a maſked 
battery, do great execution. Not that I would 
diſconrage the ladies from heightening by all 


' honeſt means the charms of Nature may have 


diſpenſcd to them, but for heaven's ſake, let 
them not aim at making more of Nature's gifts 
than ever ſhe intended. However cenſurable 
ſuch conduct be, I am convinced it proceeds 
ſrom no finiſter motive; a deſire to render them- 
ſeloes agreeably attractive in our eyes, with a 
view to the chaſte endearments of wedlock, be- 
ng generally the principle that actuates them; 
which is not to be wondered at in an age like 
the preſent, wherein the unmarried recoil from 
the trammels of matrimony with as much hor- 
ror as they would from men-traps. True it is, 
the many aur pas made lately within a ſhort 
period, operate as a ferious warning againſt en- 
rering into that ſtate; yet who can help feeling 
for the unblemiſhed of the fair ſex, whom the 
dread of celibacy obliges to recur to artifice. 
A friend of mine was thus hampered by ſur- 

ize,—In the outſet of my courtſhip, the cur- 


- tain, ſaid he, (borrowing a theatrical phraſe) 


was dropt, and never roſe till the laſt act, when 
I was cozened: out of my liberty by a face like 
| - . Meduſa's. 


— 
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Medufs's.—Had 1 not da provided for, faid | 


I, the like misfortune had perhaps llen — 2 
felf, My friend's curiolity was raiſe 
tify it, I added, 'walkitg om 5 1 5 — 
an gehe, we or me: 
then ima agified of e. xquilite hcl 22 un- 
pollelede of af. derte attractions, as I after- 
wards learned ; indeed her face, viewed thi ou 
the medium of a cute, Was Bewitching. 
ſhe been the Medicean VYeaus; and I wt LF 

d connoiſſeur, my admiration of her-cou 
bardly have been greater What a lovely face, 


- 2 red I to my companion, do but obe 


mmet thu ex] refhion, the aſſemb 
. og in Þ counjeridose | ! Huſh? + 
faid he, tis my maiden zunt Deborah in her 


fifrieth year at leaſt, With 'A face pi pitted like a 
8 * | 
| e now found it requiſite (6s ce | 


nature ſore tefreſhmeht, in order 52 X 
began to conſider where it would be c 
venient, without interrupting of 0 
cord'rigly, we eroſſt i a few of 


ed Rrompron ; where our ng fog hls W 
ratlift keeps His celebrated garden, and where 
the Capta told me was a entree rendezyous, 


much uſed by l corp. of the Garden | 


arid the Greets of the welt end of the town, 
The tea- gatden here fefcribe is Gtuated ; at 


the diſtance of al half 4 mi a] fri m Ken- 
aſa 


fington, being a pleafant raral Fu om the 

Park, e Knight ridge 15 yas ops 

2 * 54 the nathe of Of 

den; At have 1 its 2 
| from 
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rom the ground being formerly the patrimoniat 


ſtate of the Prote or, who once had a palace 
here, upon the ſcite of which is a handſome 


#< it in much . my friend in- 
ol 


rmed me, by thoſe who, vifit Kenſington, 


| and the adjacent hamlets, and hot a little uſed 
y the nunierous ladies of pleaſure who reſide 


ereabouts. As places as well as words change 


their ſigniification, ſo this has obtained the ap- 


pellation of FOR DA GARDENS, and. are much 


improved, as my friend obſerved, as well as the 


neighbourhood ; which from its retired ſituation, 
was yell adapted for gallantry and intrigue. As 
ſfoon'as we entered the garden, we ordered coffee 
to be prepared; and perceiving there was ſuffi- 
cient room for us, placed outſelyes in an agree- 


able arbour where there was only an elderly lady. 


In i ſew minutes however we found that ſhe was 


not without company; * Ne | 
owed by a couple 


males entered the place, | 
of well: dreſſed men, and ſeated themſelves by 
het. I was cafy for us to perceive that our 
compaty was not now agreeable ; we therefore 


preſently diſpatched our coffee, and left them 


to their own converſation ; but not before we. 


had ſofficiently gathered, from their fignificant 


| behaviour, the true characters of the parties. 


That, however, was needleſs ; for we had 
ſcarce quitted our ſeats, when my friend met 


an old acquaintance, who immediately inform- 


ed us Who they were. © The old woman,” 
faid he, « was formerly in keeping with a rich 
«© merchant ; but being diſcarded, and having 
« (contrary to the general practice) _ 


— —— —— 


A SUNDAY RAMBLE, | 8 


4 ful enough to ſave the wages of iniquity, af- 
iter wards kept a noted bagnio, in the env irons 
« of. St. James s: and * ſhe acquired a 
very conſiderable-fortune, by the encourage- 

«<< ment ſhe ever gave to 2 (ſufficient, 
indeed, to procure her a 7 genteel retreat 
„t a delightful manſion juſt by) cannot now 
« help encouraging vice in / others, though ago 


„ vill not permit her to continue it in her own 


cc perſon... For this purpoſe, the boards ſeveral 


„ unhappy females,. whoſe ſubſiſtence muſt ex- 
de pire with their charms. The two you have 
«© now ſeen. with her, are of that number; 


<« and, I ſuppoſe, their keepers not chuſing to 


ti be ſeen; with them on a Sunday, (being pro- 
e bably under the diſagreeable neceſſity of ac- 
„ companying their wives on that day, to pre- 
* vent ſuſpicion) are come to this place to pro- 
cc cure gallants. And, no doubt, as What they 
obtain this way 8 be more than 

© they have occaſion for, (their infatuated ad- 
„ mirers allowing them every, neceſſary} the 
« old woman tindly partakes in the profits of 
« theſe adventures. Notwithſtanding her art - 
<« fulneſs, however, and the great: cate ſhe 
% takes not to be deceived, ſhe was ſome time 


2 go pretty deeply taken in, by a contrivance 


« of a very ſingular nature. A-Jew merchant 
4 had a; moſt, beaptiful miſtreſs who- boarded 
with the old lady, at the very mederaze tate 
s of four hundred pounds per annum. It ie 
«© however, but juſtice, to own, that the wages 
«< and ſupport of two female ſervants and a 
« footman, were included in this agreement, 
| | 1 « together 


— — 


* 
— —— — —— — 
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4c together with the occaſional uſe of the old 
« -woman's carriage. The money was'cove- 
.« nanted to be paid half-yearly ; but, at the 
end of feven months, the Jew informed her, 
<« that he had-purchaſed ſo largely in the three 
c p& rent. annuities; when the prices were low, 
_ «© that he could not then fell out, without ſuſ- 
- & taining very confidefable loſs; hut, in order 
« to make ſome amends for the delay of pay- 
4 ment; was willing to give het à bond for four 
4c hundred and twenty, payable at the end of 
* the other five months, bearing interecft at five 
«pr: tents Str amm. The opulent cifcum- 
« ſtances he appeared to be in, left her no room 
« to doubt the ſafety of the money, and ſhe 
« chearfully accepted his propoſal About a 
* week before the bond became due, as ſhe 
« was one day locking dyer the Ft of 'batik- 
dc rupts in the Gazette, (which liſt ſhe had fre- 
« quently aſſiſted to augment) the perceived 
« that the ſon of Iſtact had deceived her, and 
« as placed among the unfortunates contained 
et in that melancholy feet. Inſtantly ſhe hur- 
4c ried home to vent her paſſron on the unhappy 
« cauſe of her loſs; but was immediately In- 
« formed, that the young lady, having te- 
« ceived intelligence of the diſaſter that had 
& befallen her keeper, had packed up all her 
« clothes, jewels, &c. and retreated to the 
„ metropolis. So greatly was the old woman 
_ «©: efiraged at this affair, that ſhe diſcarded every 
« ſetvant in the hovſe, for permitting her to 
« eſcape ; and vowed revenge both on her and 
« the Jew. Accordingly, when the dividends 
WIS, | ac were 
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* were made, ſhe refuſed to come in under the 


© οmmiſſion; thinking it would be better te wait 
« patiently till his miſtreſs. ſhould get a more 
cc opulent keeper, when ſhe Was determined to 
« transfer the debt to ber; and, if poſſible, 
« oblige her to pay it. In the mean time, the 


„ young lady attracted the notice of à gentle- 
«© man poſſeſſed of à ſmall fortun- ; and the 


c old woman having found out where the lived, 


« immediately arreited' her ſor four hundred 


to a perſon . who was gone on an Eaſt- India 


„ pounds, for twelve months board and lodg- 


« ing. The young lady, however, put in bail 


* to the action; and, on a trial in the court of 
„ King's-Bench, proving to be lawfully married 


voyage, and the court oonſidering the extrava- 
gance of the charge, the ſuit was diſmiſſed with 
1% coſts. Since this affair, the old woman has 
«© been extremely cautions ;: and it is reported; 
c will not now take any boarder, without be- 
40 ing paid en vir * ES 98.5, 
Having received this information, and thanked 
my friend's acquaintance for the pleaſure he had 


iven us in the relation, we took a ſurveyof . 


the garden; which appeared to be very genteely 


fitted up, but to have nothing different. from 
what has been deſcribed before, « ap" 9 ſame 
trees curiouſly cut, ſeveral of which ſurround 
an elevated graſs-plat before them. We'there- 
fore leſt this place; and as it began to grow 
— made the beſt of our way to the Gree 

rk. ' . N 
As we walked 28 the way out at- 


tention was attracted by a very curious conver- 


ſation 


— — —— — 


1 
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ations which was paſſing between mY 1 
young women, ſeemingly perſons of faſhion, 

and which I beg leave to communicate W my 
readers, although - perhaps they may find no- 
thing in it but ' what they' have frequently heard 


before. 
4 80! have: you heard that Miſe T is 


4 going to be married? eg n 
Married! Lad be' wierey 1 No, ſure 1 She 
& goivg to be married? * , 
is true, upon m word, for I ſaw her kfter 
4 to-day, and ſhe told me it was all — Ws 
„Well but who is ſhe goi * ee 
„Why, who do Jou think ?' 

„Pm ſure I can't tell one of her father's 


«clerks, I ſuppoſe; 'ſhe as LSD a forward 


- * tind of body.” 


No, indeed—what think you Ned young 
” Tobin the mercer “ 
_- 4 The wenca / ane be. Pan zon ww © 

6 True, upon my honour—ha! ba! be be 4: 

Wel —for my part—I cannot ſee what he 
46 _—_ faney in her—ſhe is nod bn Tam 
66 Are. 5 00 77 | 

„Hum! toletable—ſhe has good ey es” 

Her eyes ate pretty well—but ere is not 
„ another feature in her face. 

% Beſides, ſhe has an auk ward ſtoop, and an 
«© oddikind of a bend forwards.” 

„ Nes—0one would think the was Sand 
am ſure ſhe wears no peak to her yy @ 
loud laugh). | | 

« 14 ha the not ſhune 2” 

* 291176 $6.4 * 
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1 No, no, can't poſitively ſay ſhe has a ſquint 
2 2" 


© only a caſt in one of her eyes. 
„Ay, ay, it is plein ſhe had ſomething in 
e her eye, for all her ſhyneſs.” (another laugh). 
„ She is one of the worſt dreſſers I ever ſaw. 
„Lord! what frightful caps ſhe uſed to wear 
% when we were with her zt her mother's at 
% Bath,” re 85 E 
„O! monftrous—and ſhe always chofe rib- 
« bons fo oddly ! ha! ha! he! 'F 


e Vesand What think yon of her dane- 
? | Ta 2,127 


. 
- 
- 


ls + att TEE Sad: 2 
„ She's, however, a ſenſible girl, which is 


« better than all—and—" | | 
„ Well--pofitively1 don't know—T proteſt,” 
% what you call ſenſible,” but I Was always of 
4 opinion ſbe was mighty filly—and'had ſuch 
«'an aukward ſideling ' gate—and wed her 
« teeth fo.” — Fx 04 e 


e Aye—well—you ſee what taſte ſome peo-" 


« ple have; for they ſay it is quite a love af. 
4c fair on his part.” | 2 

« Nay, for that matter, they are tolerably 
« well paired—l own I never ſaw any thing 
« About in , n TE El ”% " » 
„ The'man may be well enough—but he is 
„ not foch a man A would have choſen.” |: © 
% Don't you remember being at Vauxha 
« with him one night? How fooliſh he look 


„% when Miſs” Biddy-Trifler ſpilled a- glaſs of 


«, wine on his fine clathes ?” - 
O yes, | rethember it well--l fancy he is 

« not over and above polite.” 6443* en 
A very bad temper, I am 


, 
5 


* 
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„A cuddling kind of a lad—o' my conſci- 

« ence, they'll diſpute which ſhall waſh the 

Phe. 4p and rock the cradle,” (Another loud 
HBO Fo | | | 

Well, poſitively you are ſodroll—but they 

« ſay; he is rich,” . 

No- not fo much of that—he has nothing 
% but what he gets in trade.“ 

« Aye— they'll not keep their coach ſoon I 
« helieve.? -» | : 

J once faw /uch an inſtance of his bad be · 
« haviour! Do you know I went to his ſhop. 
for a new filk—and before he had unfolded a 
% matter of thirty or forty pieces,” he ſaid, ** he 
© believed, or he was afraid he had nothing 
et that would ſuit me.” Did you ever hear of 
© ſach a fellow ?” 

Here they turned round a corner in their wa 
home and we loſt them ; but the chaſm whi 
here occurs is not ſo. lamentable as many in 
Sterne. The Captain, who was full of ſerious 
reflections, ſaid, | 
In general, it may be obſerved, that the 
cc objects of defamation are thoſe perſons who 
cc are ſo far concerned in active life as to excite 
« envy, rivalſhip, and hatred upon account of 
« their ſucceſs. Hence I never failed to find it 
cc true, that perſons - moſt addicted to defama- 
& tion are themſelves remarkable for ſome mis- 
tc fortune, miſeonduct, or conſcious defect. Pride 
« without honour, haughtineſs without ſupe- 
« riority, contempt without merit, and ambi- 
« tion without ſuccoſs—to fuch are we to at- 
«© tribute the greater part of the ne. we 

| & ©3 | *© hear. 


— —— —E—j—õ— 
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* 
. 


„ hear. But there is one tranſaction in life 


40 
«c 
40 
40 


which I have always obſerved opens a more 


wide field ſor ſeandal than any other, although 
it is a tranſaction highly worthy in itſel.— 
I mean marriage—the moment a lady and 


« gentleman are reported as preparing for their 


* 
cc 


cc 
40 
60 
(0 
« 


nuptials, the tongues of all their acquaint- 


dance are ſet a going, and a thouſand criti- 


ciſms paſſed upon them which they might 
have eſcaped, had they remained in the ſingle 
ſtate. . Why the eve of, a. marriage aw or d 
of all other times be choſen for this purpo 

it is impoſſible to ſay, unleſs we are to im- 
pute it to a mean and malicious mind envious 
of the happineſs. of another, an imputation 
I grant by no means favourable, but yet it 
is the beſt. reaſon that can be offered, why a 
man or a woman fhould be defamed for an 


action which all nations hold to be þonour- 


« able,” 


CHAP. 


- 
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r 
Vifit the Park—The Green Park—Ob/ervations 

4 * the Company in the Mall Bagnio Scenes 


Type neigbbour hoca of the Garden deſcribed.— Tale 
a Coach, and proceed to St. George's Fields —7 he 


1 


Dog and Duc Flora Tea- Gardens deſcribed. 4 


17 | | Mine oclocł. 
HEN we got to the Park, though it was 
"VV near nine o'clock,' being a very fine 
evening, the place was extremely crovded with 
the genteeleit company ; and my friend pointed 


owt à great many of the nobility, as they paſſed . 


by us; but as few of them had any. thing to re- 
commeng them, but the undeſerved dignities 
which had been beſtowed upon them, without 
avy intrinſic worth, I think it entirety needfefs 
to take notice of them. This park, which is 

8 ſituated, opens into St. James's “; 
being no otherwiſe ſeparated than by a row of 
wooden rails. 

St. James's Park has at preſent very little to 
recommend it, except-thoſe well-known walks, 
called the Mall, which are full half a mile in 
length. This place, my friend obſerved, is 
chiefly uſed by the quality to walk in before 


* Uncredirable as the outſide of St. James's palace may 


looks i is ſaid to be the molt commodious for regal parede of 


en y if Europe. Every one knows that the furniture of this 
. Paizce is unbecomiag the place. Yet in a ramble I once 
made through the apartments, 1 ſaw ſeveral portraits of per- 

fonzgcs renal kable in their day. 
| dinner ; 


* 


( 
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dinner; and ſeldom viſited by them in the even- 
ing, as it is too much frequented, at that time, wy 
by the more publicly complying females. The 
ark is now, however, undefgoing a reform; | 
and therefore, till the alterations are finiſhed, | 
Ane of the place would be abſolutely . | 
Iculous,  , "TR" 5 
© _ When we came out of the Green Park, we | 
walked down to the Queen's palace; ( nerally ö 
called Buckingham Houſe) which is built at the "oat 
end of the Mall; and though it is a handſom! AY 
| building, and has a far more refpettable out- | 
ward appearance than the King's palace at St. 
ames's, is not, in my opinion, worthy the re- ; 
nce of ſo amiable a Queen. SSH) 
In our way back again, up the Mall, I could 
not avoid noticing an amazing quantity of ſpleni 
did carriages, (through a gate which opened on 
the left-hand fide) attended by à prodigiouy 
number of powdered lacquies ; .who failed 2 
to behave with the greateſt inſolence to 
paſſers by as were hardy enough to complain 
their interrupting, the free, paſſage. Surptif: 
at ſeeing ſo many equipages, I Men * rien 
if if he could pas + the cauſe of their aſſembly. 
y «© That, replied he, “ will be attended — 5 
no great difficulty. © This place is called t 3 of 
e Stable-Yard; and is famous for the refidencs ng 
© of Lady H, whoſe character is ſoffici- 
« ently known to the public. I ſhall wy ſay; 
<< this is one of thoſe Sunday evening routs, 
«© which that pious lady frequently holds, in 
order to aſſemble the moſt depraved of our | 
1 nobility of both lexts; where connections | 
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« are frequently formed, by her chaſte viſitants, 
& which bring no ſmall emolument to a certain 
44 part of the metropolis, called Doctors Com- 

% mons,” | Me ee 
The clock having ſtruck nine, while we were 
diſcourſing of theſe infamous aſſemblies, my 
friend affored me that we could not leave the 
Park but by this way at this time, all the other 
tes being ſhut up at. that hour. We there- 
Pre aſſed through the Stable Yard, which 
brought us immediately. to . s palace 
tes, From thence we proceeded along Pall- 
Mall, towards Covent-Garden; which place, 
my friend obſerved, it was abſolutely neceſſary 
rk us to viſit, in order to the completion of our 
N Having arrived there, we entered one of the 
moſt noted bagnios in that virtuous neighbour- 
hood ; and were ſcarce ſeated, when we were 
accoſted by one of the nuns who, frequent the 
houſe, with « Pray, gentlemen, will you 
% pleaſe to favour me i, a glaſs of wine?“ 
And, on our complying with * 

ſtantly drank an obſcene toaſt, placed 

my knee, and began to behave with greater 
familiarity than I was diſpoſed to permit. Chid- 
ing her indecency, I defired her to deſiſt; when 
ſne immediately attacked both me and my com- 
anion, with the moſt ſcandalous epithets poſ- 
le to be beſtowed, of ſuch a nature, indeed, 
that we found ourſelves conſtrained to leave the 
place; leaſt the company preſent ſhould ima- 
ine hex aſſertions to. be true, and beſtow that 
My puniſhment 


* 


erſelf on 
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puniſhment on us which is juſtly due to thoſe 
who really deferve ſuch expreſſions. 

We then went to another houſe of the ſame 
caſt; and my friend having cautioned me not to 
aſſume too much- delicacy, we met with 
little interruption. The room we-ſatin was fu 


of well-dreffed-perſons ; whoſe behaviour, how- 


ever, but ill ſuited with their habits, as the two 


ſexes ſeemed to vie with each other who ſhould 


excel in obſcene geſtures and lewd converſation; 
Among the many characters preſent, my friend 
pointed out the following. © That gay yen 
4 fellow,“ ſaid he, «© whoſe appearance at ſe 

« equals that of a man of fortune, iu noch 
< more than a mercer's an in Cheapfile; 
« and, notwithſtanding the figure he makes, his 
« ſalary does not exceed thirty ds a year; 
«© which is wholly ſpent in this abandoned man- 
<< ner, as the imprudence of a fooliſhly indul- 


<< gent father ſupplies bim with an adequate 


« ſum, in order that - his appearance may be 


<« ſufficiently 82 attract the nowce'of 


« ſome giddy heireſs. The youth that fits in 
„ the ſame box, (and who, as well as him, has 


got a proſtitute upon his knee) is a rolling. 


« actor, and occaſional poet; and 'now-wears 
« the identical coat in which I ſaw him attempt 
to perform the character of Hamlet, laſt ſum- 
mer, in a barn in Efſex. In the next feat to 
& theſe,” continued my friend, “ id a more 


s deſpicable being than either; for though he 


„ has been many years married to an amiable 


«© woman, he cannot avoid viſiting the ſe places | 
and beſtow ing thoſe endearment on a _— | 
i. L 46 ö 


1 . 


* 
" if m - 
— — 9 
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„Having ſufficieatly. ſatisfied my curioſity, I 
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cc harlot, which are ſo juſil due to the merits f 


cc of his wife, even were there no moral obli - 


cc, tion“. * TS 
4 My friend now obſerved upon the females; 


ſeveral of whom he was ſufficiently acquainted 
with, to give me an account of their connec · 
tions Some of them, I found, followed this 
wretched life from neceſſity, others from im- 
prudence, and others from inclination ; and, 
ſorry I am to ſay it, there appeared to be more 
of this laſt ſort, (if I may be allowed-to jud 
from. their abandoned behaviour) than both the 
er ones put together. | 


intreated my friend to leave this deteſtable place; 


where folly and debauchery appeared to have to- 


tallybaniſhed decency and common ſenſe; nor did 
he want much perſuaſion to quit a place ſo hate- 


ul to every being who has the leaſt ſpark either 


of virtue or propriety. 

As it was near ten o'clock when we left this 
houſe, I thought it was now time we ſhou'd 
think of baſtening .to the completion of our 


plan, therefore we called a coach and proceeded 


to that mart of univerſal diffipation, the pur- 


" lieus of the once named St. George's Fiel ds, a 


where we arrived juſt as the clock ſtruck ten. 
; We now ordered the coach to ſtop and alight- 
ed at the Dog and Duck, or, to uſe the puppy 
pbraſe of the day, the Duck and Puppy: here, 
amid a variety of faces and characters worthy 
of obſervation, we ſaw fitting in a diſtinguiſh» 
ed ſtile the Lombard-ſtreet bankrupt banker. 
Now, my friend,” ſaid I, * I'll introduce 
Tr wha 


«c to 


if 


„ finery) that apparent orange-wench ! It is 


-  * end?” « You are warm,” rejoined my friend, 


„ moſt diſgrace the ſcales of the city, 
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do your notice a reptile of a moſt nefarious 
% defcription. Behold that pale-faced wretch  - 


4 in yonder corner, meanly ſkulking from the 
„light! behold that (in deſpite of all her 


- 
—— ——— 


4 Fo of. Lombard-fireet, and his kept 
<« miſtreſs ———; he, I ſoppoſe, thinks he 
« can ſecurely enjoy diſhpativn, in this houſe * 
« of voluptuouſneſs; becauſe his drefs is al- KS 
„„ tered, he thinks be ſhall not be known,— 
See the low fineſſe of the fellow, ſhort boots, 
«© ruffles and cocked hat, — Where will his folly 


taking a ſeat, “ fit down, and indulge me with 
« the hiſt of this man, who has warped 
you to ſuch a ſtate of declamatien.“ „With 
all my heart, ſaid I, „we have plenty of 
« time to develope a character that would al- » 


He is a Quaker; ſon of 2 ſmall-beet 

„% brewer in London, of very indifferent na- 

„ tural parts, bad heart, and low habits: he 
„% was early in life placed in a banking houſe, 
as clerk, and ſome years after taken into the 

„% firm, On the ſtipulations of a certain fum - 
„% money, and a large portion of ſervile attendꝰ⸗ 
„ ance, or ſlavery; his partners wete extrava hn. 
% gant and careleſt of buſineſs, and he, as op- 
« portunity ſuited, more / A bankry 

% took place (many ate of opinion a very frau- 
dulent one) a final dividend of fxpence in the 

„ pound was paid to the creditors ; and 

40 ſhortly after, that booted hero, married a - - 
* deſcendant of the * quaker apologiſt, 
1 - « an 


* 


— 
* 


| « the 
„ the medern ſpirit of quakers keeps him in— 
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« and, with his own political and honeſt ſavin 
e in conjunction with a part of the family be 
& had married into, entered on the d buſineſs, 
44 in a new way, B——, the firſt partner, a 


„ heavy, plodding, artful, wealthy man, gave 


« his name to rare the houſe. And now it has 
« riſen to ſome, heighth, has  prudently with- 
<< drawn it, with oſtentatious generoſity, that 
« this fellow and his own kinknan may enjoy 
« the profits. As the  mercantile world look 


ec at the real motive, and conſider their own 


« fafety—old wary quakers ſeldom relinquiſh pro- 
« e 
451 mentioned his low habits in early life, 


4 rambles in Plough and Colcheſter-ſtreets, 


« Whitechapel marked his amour, even t6-the 
c time he formed a connection with this wo- 
«© man, thoughthen a married man; and thoſe 
« that know him fay, that his morbid: paleneſs 
« arifes as much from noCturnal poiſon, as his 
« bad conſcience. Re it as it may, the outline 
« of his life that I have given is yuſt ; to which 
„ may add, that o_ to the public prints, 
« and private ſatires, be has paid another divi- 


4 dend, after a final one— Ihe very fight of 


the man raiſes {t:1] higher my indignation— 
and yet he is tolerated, though it has been 
in agitation with the 1 to turn him out of 

— ; his wealthy friends ſupport, and 


« Oh! degenerate ſons of George Fox, how 
« are ye fallen! | . 
« His honefly in paying another dividend; 


-« after a final one, is ſaid to be owing, in patt, 


3 p | . © to 


- 
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to Peter Pindar, who has fatiriſed him ſome- 
« where in his works. Be that as it may, it 
« has obliged him to be more honeſt than he 


at firſt intended, is evident, ſo that ſome good 


% has proceeded out of the evil, and his credi- 


„ tors . thank the ſatiriſt for being called 


« into Biſhopſgate-ſtreet, to receive a dividend 
<« after they had given the reſt over for loſt,” 
Juſt as we were coming out the room, the 
Captain was ſaluted with, „How are ye, old 
« meſſmate? why you don't know. your old 
„ acquaintance of the Mary, when we came 
from Liſbon river to Portſmouth harbour in 
« one night *, and the ſhip was ſunk, becauſe 
„ they thought the devil was the pilot.” 


« Aye,” replied the Captain, „well dolI re- 


«© member it, but you'll excuſe me now, as we 
« are upon a ſcheme of obſervation and our 
« latitude is grown very ſhort; but if you will 


« fit down and have a diſh of coffee, if that 


„ lady is agreeable, we will talk;” ſo we all 
four ſat down, for my friend's acquaintance was 


leading an agreeable you — and ſeemingly bit 
und their converſa- 

tion very entertaining while it laſted, for they 

knew more of the company than us, living on 


wife, pro tempore. We fo 


the ſpot, near the Jolly Miller, in WzBBz 
Row; the lady being no leſs a perſon, as t 


Captain informed me afterwards, than the fail 


mous Nan SHEEDON of biographical memory. 
She had been long in keeping by a certain no- 


* Incredible as it may appear the * 
in one night Vide Wonderful Magazine. 45 


F 2 dleman. 
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bleman, Who has lately gone abroad, from 


whenee/ſhe was under the neceſſity of levying 
contributions on the public for her maintain- 


ance, which amounts to a conſiderable ſum, as 
| the is fond of good living, and has not diſ- 
miſſed her ſervants, though ſhe has herſelf been 


diſmiſſed. She is viſited, as the Captain told 
me, by men of the firſt rank and fathion, who 
are ambitious in being the foremoſt among the 
number of her admirers. She being conſcious 


of her attractions, and knowing that ſhe can 


make her choice, is often preſented with ſome- 
thing genteel. Her preſent enamerato being a 
oung fellow of ſome fortune, once in the 
muggling trade; but latterly a brewer's clerk, 
and being conſtantly with her keeps her a little 
cloſer than ſhe uſed to be when ſhe was in her 
old habits of intrigue. - . 
Mr. E—s, the gentleman abovementioned, 
who did not know I knew her by reputation, 
having read her memoirs, made her recite ſ{:ve- 
ral of her adventures and intrigues, which 
greatly delighted the Captain, who would not 
have retired till the houſe had ſhut up, if I had 
not reminded him how the time was going on. 
However, Mits Sheldon let us into the private 


4 of ſeveral of the celebrated ladies of the 
en. 


That tall ſtately lady,” faid Miſs Shel- 


don, “ is lately arrived from Dublin, where re- 


« ſays the was in keepi an Iriſh lo 
66 15 2b in the ſuit o dr Ker. Dr. Deg? 
« of St. G , and ſhe knows ſo well the 
« time when her reverend fir is engaged in 
e other dutics, that the frequently receives the 

© favours 


—  — — 
* 
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* favours of any ee chat pleaſe to ho- 
t 


* nour her with their company. Her general 
„ cuffomers are well acquainted with the pro- 


per periods of time wherein to pay their viſits, 


* fo that this lady may be ſaid, “to kill many 
* birds with one ſtone! not forgetting her 
* frail croaking crow? 

I thanked Miſe Sheldon for her information, 
and begged leave to be made acquainted with 
the particulars of a very young lady which had 
juſt paſſed us, and ſtared at the Captain as if ſhe 
would now him again. This fair girl of 


„ ſixteen,” obligingly anſwered Miſs Sheldon, 
c 


is the eldeſt daughter of a cow-keeper at 
„ Batterſea, and from a child was always ex- 


„ tremely amorous ; being a handſome girl, all 


the boys in the pariſh admired her and re- 
„ joiced with glee to ſhew how much th 
% adored her, and ſhe was equaliy fond of the 


„ boys. About two months ſince ſhe received 
„the addreſſes of a certain knight: Who pro- 


c feſſed the ſtricteſt honour. Miſs Mary's 


d ambition was much fired at the thoughts of a 


„ chariot, and ſhe implicitly believed all he 
& held forth. — She had concealed all this amour 
„ from her father, who nevertheleſs ſuſpected 


„all was not going right, as ſhe diſplayed + 


% many little ornaments, which he knew was 


e not in her power to EN ſuſpicions 
e 


being once entertained, he had his daughter's 
© motions watched, and ſhe was traced to the 
& place of her ruin, where he found her in 


c converſation with her ſeducer, at his houſe 


« in Cavendiſh-Square, She was taken home 


F 3 | « by 


1 
—_ * —— ha ah, 
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« by her father, who pave her a pretty ſevere 


« taſk, and reprimands in abundance; but 
© he found thoſe matters of no avail—it was 
© now too late to reclaim her, whoſe ruin 
« was complete. Finding all his pains fruit- 
« leſs, he finally turned her out of doors, and 
„ ſhe has ſince been neceſſitated to take ſuch 
refuge as herpreſent ſituation affords; being 
« totally deſerted by her late amoriſt, and find- 
ing herfelf thus — ſhe is now com- 
« pelled to barter her charms merely for a ſup- 
„ port iu this predicament. She has been in 
this ſituation about three months.“ | 
© © There! there l goes the famous Tirrr 
cc -MoLLY,” cried our friend Ey—s, I well 
* remember her fome years ago, and ſome of 
6 her tricks. One of her Greek acquaintance 
lately favoured the world with a ſhort ac- 
« count of her, which, for her ſake, I hope 
«© may not be true altogether.” 

What part of England gave this lady birth, 
« Tam . with, but I know her 
« parents muſt have embelliſhed her mind with 
« a good education, which gave her a particu- 
« Jar attachment to books, and novel Es 
(the direct enemy to virginity) ſoon taught 
« this amorous girl the great uſe of them; and 
« warmed with the fertile glow of youth and 
<« impetuous defire, ſhe ſoon ruſhed into the 
4 d current of life, and preſented on the 
« Paphian ſtage a beautiful fair complexioned 
« girl on the tempting verge of eighteen. The 
« particular beauty of this blooming flower 
« foon engaged the attention of the ear” 2s 

O 


A SUNDAY RAMBLE. - 107 


* of renown; and as the knew the value of 


«« her charms, and the ſummer would not al- 


ways remain, determined to make hay while 
* the ſun ſhone, and in a lucky hour, by a 
„ favourable glance, ſmete the heart of a cer- 


„ tain nobleman not one hundred miles from 
«© Groſvenor-Square, who immediately put her 
in the actual poſſeſſion of ſuch a variety of 
e tempting valuables, as proved quite ſufficient 
„ barter for her liberty, and ſhe ſubmitred to ſo 
© cloſe a confinement, that nothing but the gran- 


„ deur and novelty of the change could have 


© made ſupportable to one of ſofertile and roving 
% diſpoſition. She very ſeldom makes her ap- 
% pearance in Hyde-Park without his attend- 


„ znce, and is never ſeen in St. Tames-Park 


* without being followed 0 her footman; ſtill 


« there are times and ſcaſons, and where, the 


* 3 has had the good fortune to appear de- 

erving in her eyes, and ſhe thinks is per- 
« fely qualified to- pay her a juſt demand for 
„her favours, his withes may not long remain 
« ungratified. Servants, of every ſex, are to 
© be ſilenced with a bribe, and are never hap- 


„pier than when emplayed in ſome clandeſtine, 


„ bufineſs or other; ſo there's no doubt but ſhe 
*© carries on her buſineſs as ſnug as any one of 
„ger vocation,” ; | 


I thanked my new friend E—s for his in- 
formation. The Captain, who had ſeen her 


before, obſerved, that ſhe was always dreſſed 


in the extreme of faſhion, oy SY wore 


in her boſom a moſt enormous noſegay of natural 
flowers, or artificial ones well ſcented ; * 
F 4 . dif- 
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diſcovered that a bouquet, particularly when 
worn very high on the left fide of the boſom, 
and mon bs large, not only gives to a wo- 
man a moſt laſcivious look, but will raiſe the 
fancy of many men, and even aggravate very - 
much the pleaſure of ſenſe by tmelling to it; 
this young lady is very much frequented by 
young lovers of birth and large noſegays, par- 
ticularly from Oxford and Cambridge, having 
acquired a great propenfity for that faſhionable- 
diverſion. She is now 10 be met almoſt every 
day at a certain bagnio under the Piazza, Co- 

_ vent-Garden *. Her real name is Mary Jo-nſ- 
—n, and ſhe lives in the ne'-hbourhood, Her 
general run of cuſtomers are of a Ready kind, 
whoſe honour ſhe can rely on—her health an 
ſafety ſhe very carefully examines—ſo that ſho 
often rejects the offer if there appears the leaſt 
ſuſpicion. Another Lord is allo a very good 
friend to this Jady—he 7 6 ere with ſuffi- 
cient quantity of caſh, if ſhe could but think 
ſo ; but ſhe, like many of her ſiſterhood, is of 
an extravagant turn; a fly guinea is very ac- 
ceptable to her, {aid the Captain. 

As it was now- high time for us to withdraw, 
in order to viſit No Taps of Flora, which is 
in the neighbourhood, we communicated our 
intentions to our new friends, Who very con- 
deſcendingly agreed to accompany us thither ; 
ſo, after paying the free vintner + for a bottle, 
The Bedford. a 2 (+200 
+ A freeman of the Vintner's company is kept by the 


ritor to draw his wine as the magiſtrates have refuted to 
8 the houſe. His liberty to wine is an ancient 


cuſtom belonging to the company. 
5 wo 
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we had called during the converſation, after our 
coffee, we eroſſed over tothe celebrated Temple of 
Flora, Thegardensof thishouſe ſeemed in high 
ſtile, and well calculated for intrigue as well as 


folitude ; the boxes were neatly painted, as welt 
as moſt of the company, which conſified of 


ſcarcely any other at this time but demireps of 
ſome fathion and reps of no faſhion at all, 

As we eroſſed over the way, I could not help 
repeating the following lines of Shakeſpeare's 
Hamlet. "UP ; 5 | 

= A; virtue never Wilt be moved; 
I.“ bwdnvſk court le In a pe of hrav'n + 
do lun, thy' to & radiant _—_ | 

Will ſear irc lf in a celeſtial 


| And prey on garbage, ; * 1 
I hope my young readers wilt be ſteeled 
againſt all the bplandichments of this Cyprian 
crew, whoſe painted outſides but © betray the 
« ſtuff within.“ | vo ore 

« Yonder large building, now going faſt to 
© decay, was once the APOLLO GARDENS, 
t famous for the muſical entertainment of its 
« oueſts,” ſaid Miſs Sheldon to the Captain, 
« but fince Mr. Cl-gg-t, the proprietor, has 
« appeared in the Gazette, this place has been 
« ſhut up, and is now faſt running to ruin. 
« Here many a fair one hasended her noviciate, 


«© commenced fpraffice under able muſic- ma- 


« fters;"”” but now [I believe,” replied], “the 
& Thatched Houſe, nearer Lambeth, engroſſes all 
4 this buſineſs,” „Why yes,” W Mr. 

. . Yo, 
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E-v-ns, ( Mother Tankard has a ſnug buſineſs 
« of it, for the magiſtrates are all her friends 


% now.” © Indeed,” anſwered the Captain, 


„it is confidently reported, that Juſii e 
% Shallow keeps his ſnug Mal amſclle in her 
« houſe.” Such things are, ſhrewdly ob- 
ſerved Miſs Sheldon, “ and who ſhall deeide, 
« when doctors diſagree with their own pre- 
„% cept?” We were now in the porch of this 
celebrated reſort of the loyers of natures va- 
riety, and, after paying our ſixpence each, we 
took a ſeat, as much out of the- way as poſſible, 
in order to purſue our theme of obſervation. 
The Floia Tea-Garden being too conſider- 
able a place to be overlooked in our journey, 


thought it grew late, we paid our ſixpence at 


the bar and went in. The gardens were in the 
moſt excellent orde'', and ornamented with 
e paintings, ſomething in the manner of 

auxhall, only upon a ſmaller ſcale. The 
company we then found there, though very or- 


| derly, were however not of the moſt reſpeclable 


claſs, ' A regulation prevails in this place pecu- 
liar to itſelf. The ladies of eaſy acceſs are here 
all confined, as it were, to one end of the 
room, ſo that the regular ſort are not likely to 
be offended with the wvw/gar traits of Cyprian 


freedom. The characters we met with here 


were not remarkable enough to afford any 
outline of originality. A few half-booted ſhop- 
men, and half- mounted demireps compoſed the 
group of democrats; for by their converſation 
they proved themſelves ſuch, and as the Cap- 
tain and me were thorough church and govern- 
| ment 
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ment men we could not mix in their converſa- 
tion; but ſhould we be permitted to live to 
publiſh our new intended work, the London 
Sr, we ſhall give a further detail of this, as 
well as many other places of entertainment, 
the brevity of this work would not permit us 
to enlarge upon. It being late, we called a 
hackney coach and ordered the driver to make 
the belt expedition he could to Bermondfey 
Spa, where we intended to pay our deyoirs to 
out old friend KEYSE, the painter of nature, 


- 
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Go to. Bexmond/ey Spa Gerdens=—Converſe with- 
Mr. Keyſe—View his Paintings by favour — 
Concluſion. 8 . T 


E were going on at a good rate, when 

our Jehu got into a competition with 
another brother of the whip, about ſomething 

in their way; and. the fruits of the conteſt bat 

like to have been ſatal to-us, as the coach we 


were in was near to have been overſet in the 


conflict for ſpeed, for our coachman's getting 


| before the other fo enraged his antagoniit, that 


by a violent effort, wilfully or otherwiſe, drove 
his pole piece right forward into the back of 
the body of our coach, This occaſioned our 
ſtopping a few minutes, but finding the fellow 
drove for Meſſrs. Mountains upon Snow-Hill, 

the Saracen's Head Inn, we did not give our- 
ſelves a moment's uneaſineſs, knowing the 
avowed liberality of his maſters would compen- 


- fate amply for any accident (broken bones ex- 


cepted) that might happen, and accordingly 
giving our man fuch direCtions as might better 


tend to the recovery of his damage from the 


other proprietors, we went on with 2 large air- 
hole in the back of our vehicle. 

We found the entrance preſents a viſta be- 
tween trees, hung with lamps, blue, red, green, 
and white; nor is the walk in which they are 
hung inferior (length excepted) to the grand 
walk in Vauxhall hedans. Nearly at the up- 


* 
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per end of the walk is a large room, hung 

round with paintings, many of them in an 
elegant, and the reſt in a — taſte. At 
the upper end of the room is a painting of a 
dutcher's ſhop, ſo finely executed by the land- 
lord, that a ſtranger to the place would cheapen 
a fillet of veal, or a buttock of beef, a ſhoulder 
of mutton, or a leg of pork, without hefita+ 


tion, if there were not other 2 in the 
theſe paint 


room to take off his attention. 
"gs are not ſeen on a Sunday. 


he accommodations at this place on a Sun- 


day are very good, and the charges reaſonable, 
and the Captain, who is very intimate with 


Mr. Keyſe, declares, that, there is no place in 
the vicinity of London can afford a more agree- 


able evening's entertainment. 


This elegant place of entertainment is fituate | 
in the lower road, between the Borough of 


Southwark and Deptford. The proprietor calls 
it one, but it is nearer two. miles from London 
Bridge, and the ſame diſtance from that of 
Back-Friars. The proprietor is Mr. Thomas 


Keyſe, who has been at great expence, and 


exerted himſelf in a very extraordinary manner, 


for the entertainment of the public; and his 


labours have been amply repad. | 
It is not eaſy to paint the elegance of this 
place, fituated in a {pot where elegance, among 


people who talk of te, would be little expeR- 


ed. But Mr. Keyſe's good-humour, his un- 
affected eaſineſs of behaviour, and his genume 
taſte for the polite arts, have ſecured him uni- 
verſal approbation. | þ 
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1 The gardens, with an adjacent field, conſiſt 


of not leſs than four acreg. | ; 
On the north-eaſt fide of the gardens is a 


very fine lawn, conſiſting of about three acres, 


and in a field, parted from this lawn by a ſunk 


fence, is a building with turrets, reſenibling a 


fortreſs, or caſlle, the turrets are in the ancient 
ſtile of building. At each fide of this fortreſs, 
at unequal diſtances, are two buildings, from 
which, on public nights, bomb ſhells, &c. are 
thrown at the fortreſs; the fare is returned, and 
the whole exhibits a very pictureſque, and there- 
fore a horrid proſpect of a fiege. 

After walking a round or two in the gardens 
we retired into the parlour, where we were 
very agreeably entertained by the proprietor, 
who, contrary to his own rule, favoured us 


with a ſight of his curious muſeum, for it be- 


ing Sunday he never ſhews to any one theſe ar- 
ticles; but the Captain, never having ſeen 
them, I wiſhed him to be gratified with ſuch an 
agreeable fight, „ * 
Mr. Key ſe preſented us with a little pamphlet, 
written by the late celebrated John Oakman, 
of lyric memory, deſcriptive of his ſituation, 


| which a few years ago was but a waſte piece of 


ground. Here is now,” ſaid he, © an agree- 
s able place, where before was but a mere 


- «© wilderneſs piece of ground, and, in my opi- 


% nion, it was a better plan to lay it out in this 
< manner than any other wiſe, as the remote- 
% neſs of any place of public entertainment 
<< from this ſecures to me in my retreat a com- 
<< fortable piece of livekhood,” 7 2 
e 
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We perfeAly coincided in opinion with our 
worthy hoſt, and, aſter paying for our liquor, 
into our carriage, but not before we had 
taſted a comfortable glaſs of cherry brandy, for 
which Mr, Keyſe is remarkable for preparing. 


imgs y 


After regaling ourſelves with the facetious 


landlord, and drinking a bumper of red-port 


out of his No. 45, ſilver tankard, we retired 


home to our lodgings, and not ſo weary as the 


extent of our journey might have made us, had 


we not been ſo agreeably entertained in the 
way. 

« And now,” ſaid my companion, © we 
% have completed, in leſs than .twenty-four 
“ hours, the whole circuit of this capital, with- 
« out being fleeced of our money, intoxicated 


„with liquor, or apparently hurt in our con- 


« ſtitutions.—In our tour, we have been wit- 


« nefſes to many of the vices and follies prac- 


% tiſed here, at the ſame time that we have 


* ſeen ſeveral things worthy of our attention. 
„Though our journey was performed in a 


« ſhort ſpace of time, yet it was ſuch as might 
« well prove inſtruQive, were it communicated 
« to the unguarded youth of both ſexes, who, 


<< as the old gentleman obſerved, often fall into 


« evil, becauſe they are not warned of ſnares 
« and temptations.” 


As I thought my friend perfectly right in his 


cemark, after going home with him to take a 


We ſoon after arrived in perfe& good ſpirits © 
at the Marlborough in Biſhopſgate-Street, the 
very ſpot from whence we fat out in the morn« 


— 
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repoſe that was ſweetened by toil, I no ſoonet 
aroſe in the morning, than I determined to 
commit to paper a ſketch of my tour. I was 


told, indeed, that there were old books of this 
nature; but, as I was alſo informed that they 
were all defective, their contents being intirely 
obſolete, and by no means a picture of London, 
as it appears at his time, 1 ſet to work; and, 
within a little time, put my deſign into execu- 


tion; from which. if the reader can reap any 
real pleaſure and ſolid inſtruction, it will afford 


n 


a ſenſible ſatisfaction to + 
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